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The material for this sfudy has coﬁe primarily from several
hundred evasion accbunts collected.duringrhorld war II bty the
w.I,S, and X, Division.of ETO0, To supplement thess reports odd
files in the historical records of.the AAF, now in the Air Uni-
vérsity Library, ﬁefu congulted, /Thesa.includad Evasion and Eszcape
Bulletins from the Twaiﬁﬁh ané:FiffeenﬁﬁAAir Forces, EDighth &ir
Force feports, and faw‘doéqmenﬁs Irom SHAEF,

Frorw these records tﬁora emergés a clear piciure of E&E
-(evasi§n and csenpe! 2ctivities both from a unit and from an iadie

vidusl viewpoint. lora particularly, thsy give concrete evidence

.

of the tactics used by American Plyers to evade capture in Germeny
and occupled sountriecs, The rajority of the caéés inﬁolve avasicn
in France and thsz iow comntrics with a‘sprinkling from Itsly and

the Scandinevien covrtries, Althongh thefe were well organized
evasion achiviticrs ir the Dalkans, not too much informetion exists
on the pariicular achtivitles of the iﬁdividﬁai gvaders. Several
hundred accounts are aveileble but theso are.noﬁ primarily concernec

with the tachaique »f individuals,
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- we, most had frozen fect, I had no trouble at all, chicfly because

being analyzed statistically, such as the menncr of movement,

{

EIAL N,
ead, notes were made of the achtiong

S

As the accounts wéré‘f
which seemed noteworthy and significant, In some ceses the entire !
account was copied to show a typical experience or to show an
unusual experience wherein the evader displayed both ingenuity and
great staﬁina. of theée'iatter types-there are many. . If one word :
could be used to.describe all the men who evaded, that word would
probebly be "resourceful," |

In many cases it was'not possible to ascribe successful
evasion to any one factor or uny one incident, Rather, success |
came from the combination of several different factors., Considerin
the overall picture it was the little things that counted -- the

little things like making sure that kits were fastened securely,

that parachute harness was tight, that parachutes were hidden, etcg

As one evader obscrved, "Of the men who crossed the Pyrenees with

I had the luck to get an oxtra pair of sox, .Little things like thig
can be tremendously importantg!
successful cvasion in most cases startod at the rear with
proper lndcctrination in what to do if forced down, If an evadér
followed the basic rules there was a good likelihood that he would
roturn to fight another day. |
Cf the accounts read, 318 have been analyzed statistically.irn

This was done to determine if men observed basic principles and

to ascertain if patterns cmergeds Some actions werc incapablc of

4
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analysis consists of cascs sclected at random from approximately

3,000 accountss This reprcsents a comparatively small number, but

(it was felt that thore was so much similarity between the storics

that the numbef choson was adoquates

Any reader should keep constantly in mind, however, that

. thesc cases are those.of successful cvaders. If the accounts of

all men who at¥empted to cvade could be analyzed, undoubtedly

~ the picture would be quitc diffcrcnte The things which the men

who failed did wrong wonld constitute valuable knowledge, but

-~ unfortunately no rccords arc available from these mena  On the

othor hand, the use of rccords of men who werc succossful yiclds

8 positive approach and reprosents techniques that wero proven,
Becausc these mon were succossful it should not be assumed that

all Germans were as dumb as some individuals that werec contacted by

our returnees, That meny did not return is silent tribute to
those Qurman soldicers who were alert and who did deotain Allied airmen,
If the records wore completo, it would bo extremely intor-

esting to know how many mon were injured during the process of

-bail-out. American prisonsers of war in Gorman camps reported that
approximatcly 35% of the men who jumped were injured in one way

or another by thé time they reachod the ground, #hat constitutcs

injury is not statod.

If the figure of 35% is anywhere near accurate, it repre-

sents quite a large proportion of casucltics compared with regular




parachute jumps made by airborne tfoops; At the Infanﬁry School,

Fort Benniﬁg, Goorgia, where pafatroopers are traincd, a study of
ton classes rovealed tho following information:l

a. The percentagé of men injured on fheir first jump
was 40%.

b. - The perdontage of men injured on their fifth jump wasb
21254, The first jump was made without cquipment and thé fifth
jump with -equipmente | ' - 1

For the 82nd nlrborne DlVlSlon, Jjunping with combat loads,

5‘ out of & total of 91,304 Jumps the 1n3u ry rate was .452%.2 These

figurcs would seem to indicatc that control of injurics rcsults

Jargely from'traihing‘

» . The form which was used for statistical analysis is repro-;
duced on pagés 5 znd 6. In addition to the form é card ﬁas prepar
on each ¢vider showing his name,'rank, serial number, and position%
in the aireraft, It was originally plannod”tb include'tho ago,
months of service, and home stato on csch evader, 4s this informa-
tion was availuble on only a fow cascs, however, this cffort had

to be abandoncd.

J !; : o , drnese flguer furnished through courtcsy. of thé: Gommandaﬁt
g ’ Infantry Schools

| 2
I s ' These figures furnished through courtesy of the burguon,
1 ' " 82nd Airborne Division,
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fantry School, | - _ANALYSIS OF EVADER FXPERIENCES o ;

cd, a study of I (Based on 318 Cases in Europe)

Average number of days missing in actions 83
first jump AVerage ago: _
Average months! services
Fighter or Bomber:
) Bomber 280
fifth jump was Fighter 30
Iransport 4
d the fifth - Glidor P4
' Bailed out: (85 delayed)
Into France - 216
; Into Germany 12
t combat loads, ' Into Belgium <9
2 , Into Holland
452%." These | Into Italy
‘ ] Into Denmark
ies results Crashed: :
' Into France 3
Into Germany '
Into Belgium
Into Holland
Into ftaly
Injured in airplanes 44
Injured on jumps: 53
Type of injurys
Leg 13
Hund 12
- hrkle 12 g
¢ this informa. Facs
Back
cffort had Knee
Wrisd
Foot
g Misc outs
1 Where incurrods
In aiveralt 9 .

y8is is reprow |

MDWOULQ w oo

ird Wwas preparg
v and position|

le the age,

b R W U ON

In air 8
On ground 39

Injured in crash: 4
Digposition of injurcd mens Evaded,
action on landings
Picked up by police or troops: 13

Hid parachutet 175

. Hid in vieinitys 147

i loved away freom areat 107
«\‘/;‘g




First moveuwcnts
daitod how longs 12 hours (approximatcly) , 4
Jdioved in what dircection: Toward ncarby farmhouse or villagy
- neutrel border, demarcation line, 4llied lincs, road, |

or radlroad, E
Contact with civilians: 145 on lunding )
166 alone ‘ :
Resultss ' , , .
Given food and sheltor 277 7
Given food 57 ' |
Refuscd holp » 22
Held for underground 276
Turned over to police 1
Method of travals
' On foot 244,
On trains 29
Passcenger cars 18
Bicycles 25

Boats and rafts 8
- Foot travel: '
When dones
Day only , 96
Night only 42
Day nnd night A
Doterminction of directions

biops , 19
Conpass 47
Mop & Compass 80 .
Sun 3
Stars 2
Railroad and Nops d
Roud signs 1

Railroad travel:
With helpers -5
Without hclpers 16
Food while travelings:

From countryside 25
From natives 203
From kits 112

Number going into ncutral country: 135
Number coming through lincs: 22
Received lecturcs: 293 '
Considered lectures valuable:s 281

Left aids box in plonc: 10

Lost aids box in jump: 30

Had purse:s 258 ‘

Used purse: 22

Used saws 7
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In interpreting the datd on the snclysis sheot the resder

s Db i

use or villa,z
lines, road,

0qQ

should keep in mind the following information, Wli (missing in

action) ineludes thc total numbor of doys the svader was absont

from 4llicd control. The figurss as given do not adcurataly
refloct the number of days spent in enumy or cnemy-occupicd terrie-
tory. Fort of this time was spent in Switzerland, Sweden, or Spain,
but it is not possible to detormine on any particuler evader how
much time he spent in covading, how much in hidirg, and how much in
neutrai handse It was feli, howsver, that the-figureé would havo
voalue in indicating how long ren would be absent ofter parachuting
into countries where woll.organized evasion routes exictods -

Under the heading, "Fighter or Bomber," it wos not possible

to determine the type of fighter uireraft or the type of bomber,

% In most bombers the size of tho crew would indicate a B.17 or B.24, - |
g but since this identification was not positivo,ino attonpt was made i
g - to entalog ahything but generasl typce ’ !
} "Injured in airplone® indicttes injury rocoived from flak or

enomy fighters., Several men were wounded before bailing out., Some
of these received additional injurics while leaving the plane, in
the air on the woy down, or on landing, For purposcs of clarification,

5 however, it was ihought beet to distinguish between injurice received ' ;

in the plane ond those incurred as o rosult of trying to get out,

G

Undor tho hezding, "Moved in what dirvetion," it proved

i
impossible to eénce up with numbers that would have ueant anything. -
P l

To szy that fifteen men who landed *somcwhere in Franes! ioved




groat many Ton Wero ln contact upon 1andlng. This meant that the

contached ratives indiscriminntaiy or if thoy uxercisad caution and

., varied durlng the war and by vountrlos. In places where thore was

-a rigidly enforced curfew it,might bo advicable to travel by daye

s ‘

southwest would hove little meaning. Instoad, notations wero made
as to the general dlrectlon of movemcnx Whlch the men made. . This é
item 1s trgatod in Ghaptors 1L and III. |

Under "Gontact w1th c1v*11ans" 4t wild be noted that &

men yere surrounded 1mmod1atoly or that natives were gtandlng within
fifty{or & hundred yards of the lcnding spot.

For "How upproach;4“ an cttouot was medo to deterinine if moﬁl

restraint ond attempted to follow bricfingse Jt will be notfed that?
the majority of cascs indice fus thns ~pprocch was mode when peoplo
ﬁére aionegA By aldne ic meant ong ¢11- lardl or & group of not morg
than threc whera the greoup was obvi-usly > f&x-zi}.y, a trio of herdsm
woodchoppers; Qr men engaged in the £2416 ceoncrie puréuit,

Unaur ﬁMethod of travel,” "y;s%eaggf ~arg’ means passenger
cars on trains, Travel by curenslile, purtlcularly hltch-hlking,
extremeiy dangaroqs\and conseaug‘JT was not rscommended. In south%_
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Frapnce a fow individvale 4.8
aytomobiles that had gascg@nc eqwigncnu, it evon this procedure was
frowned uypona Othors grovele L with the Maguls and Fartisans in

trucks and automobilcs but 5Vner.lly tiads urOVCl wos not designed
for quS10n¢ Most of it ;co scnted r*ldp or MO"GMunt of supplics.

The lnstruct:ong an4Jﬁg wlth when to trovel -- night or day




.ong were made o : : : ' g,
To keep fron mcctlbg people, hONqur, lt was hest to travol by
t made. . This A
nlght. 1hu figures indicate the cxtont to which evaders travelod
. during thc day and night hours,

ed that o i o O
The "Number going into noutral countries" may not be come
ant that the : DR .
pletely accurate, In many cascs whoro a man says; "From thore my
standing within ,
f Jjourncy was arranged," it is not pOuelblp 1o te}l Jh thcr he went

| hrough o ncutral country or not, In scme instances‘travel in a
otoritine if men] - '
i neutral country may be assumed when a man states thet he wished for
3d caution and

: s GI shoecs when crosging the Pyrenocs,

be noted that |
i The seme is true to o certain extent of the cataloging of
s when peoplo | '
' : the number of wen who bhought thoir previous lectures on evasion
oup of not more \ . :

: and escape werce valuable, At tives men merﬁly noted that they had
brio of herdame . ' : S
} ' received the lectures bub did not comment oither way on their value,
suit, , P . ‘
‘ It might be concluded from the Taect that they returned that the

| lectures were valuchle but this assumption hes not boen made. The

ins passenger
itehehiklng, w ,
E fipures rufloct oniy those mon who definitely stated that the leew
led. In southdg _ .

tures worc valuable, Sane ovaders sald that the cvasion lectures
wore inaccurate or cven hurmful, This observation wes made only
1

A in a minority of cascs; howovers

1. .

Mo aids box" indicates that the airman did not have an nids

1 box when ho cntered the airplone, In some cases it was not issued

a4 to hin, 7nd in other llbtuhCEﬁ he did not- carrg ono bGCJuoO his buddy

- nigh% or day} - . ‘

. had‘onc in his posscassion. 48 will be notﬂd, gultc a few flyors

re thorc was
elther lcft thelr alds boxes in the 11rplun or lost them in

vel by daye §..-

descent.




"Had purse! indicates that a purse was in the possassion |
of the man at the time he hit the ground. If the evader gave the.
contents to a native, this was intorpreted as usc. As o matter o

intorest it was decided to note if there was any widespread use

of saws. The reports would indicatc that the item is not worth

including in a kit,
At this point it may not be amiss to makc an observation j
concorning the psychology of our evaders in respect to the proviﬂf

of evasion or cscape kits, A reading of the recomendations made §

these men gives the distipct impression that they had little desi%

to think for themselves or make their own provisions for taking j

evasion aids, They wonted a kit that was complete in every_dota'ﬁ

They wented a kit they could pick up on. the way out to the planc.d

B

As individuals they would not have to provide anything on their

.

e - . : .
own initistives They would not have to check anything nor providg

anythings, -To sum it all up, they wanted to be botbtlo-feds This ?

sttitude is in curious contrast with the initiotive and Tesourcomg-

fulness displayed by the sunc men once they were on the grounds

No conclusions ezn be drawn from such a limited study, but the po%
ig pertinent and nceds study as it relates to both survival and ]
training, ;

The AAF reCruifing poéters during and before the war‘emph=

sized the flving portion of a man's career, Even todey when therd

are perhaps nmore ground jobs than flying jobs, rceruiting postorsi

picture the airman standing on the ground gazing up into the sky
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The story that caerges from evesion wccounhs is one of ground
agtion, Mary men who laughingly reforred to the infantrymen as
Meravel agitators" could have done with considerable "agitating!

as a warming up uxercise for evasion, Zhe ingignia of two shoes

for thosec who had cvaded was not without significances 4 man whosc
chief concern with walking was in getting back and forth to the neso
hall usuailv found.that he was out of pondition when forcoed to

walk ilfteen to twenty nulp £ .Guy for severil successive Cays.

His fcet becamo as tcrdcr as Me brldogroon‘b expoctationg, " ard

ho wiched for the icauuﬂry callouses of the gravel sgliators

That the men ¢id retusn when conditicons were tough is a

tribute to their ccvraze aud will to roturn, Without the will to

reiurn, many would never hove made the gradce
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HE PREP4RED

For mﬁny mep.subéessful evesion began back in the stétes
wheh they received lectures on what to do if captured and how to
evade, Upsn arrival iﬁ NopthiAfrica, Italy, or England,-most men
reseived further instructions in;ﬁhese two subjccts and ﬁheir'righ
' as prisoneré of war under the Goneva.Coﬁvontion of 1929,

Throughout the world the basic instruetions for cvasion

and escapc werc the same., The following extract is taken from a
Twelfth air Foree E%E Bullotin dated 21 July 1944.

1. Go on every mission armed with pistol, oquipped with
G,I, shocs, escape purse, aid box, hidden escape nids, and
anything clse that is not too cumbersome, make sure you can
not losc-them in descent, Remewmber that "It can happen to you
Do not, however, carry a pistol while wearing civilian clothes

2, If bailing out, delay opening the chute as long as
possible, thus adding to the time onc will hove to hide before
an cnemy patrol eppgers to scarch the aren,

3. During dosceny try to gulde your chute away from any
buildings, roads, or roilways,  Enemy patrols must use roads
to reach your a2rea, ' :

4e Remembor your jumping instructions to avoid injury on
landing,

5. Immediately upon landing, roll up your chute, put it
under your arm and run like hell further away from habitations,
‘roads, and railways, ,
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6. shen you have reached temporary -cover, hide your
parachute wells in bushes, woighted with rocks in a stream
or pond, o? under the roots of trecs, Remember that the
Gernmans frequently sond over low-flying onircraft looking for
open, dbdndOnCd parachutes, as such a thing is sure indication
of a successful descent,

7. Having disposed of vour chute, remove badgos and any-
thing that marks j;ou too obv1ouuly as an airman, Then move on
as rapidly as p0551blc to .o better hiding place. Put as many
miles a5 pessible botweon you and the place at Jhich you descended.
Obvicusly if your sircraft has crashedy you should avold its
vicinity,

8. Having found a hiding plaece, curl uwp, have a long rest,
and wait for the search to die down., If you feel & bit "done in'
take o benzadrine tablet, Do not be in o hurry to wove on unless
you fecl that you are in a dangepous area, If yow are in friendly
territory it is probahle Lh‘t before long a2 boy or some onc clse
will come looking for you, If he is in uniform study lhim circe
fully as he apnroachu“, jparticularly his hedges, 1P you belicve,
but are not sure, thuet he is a Partisan or a momber of a Resistance
group huve your pisbol in your hond when you make your presence
knowr,  This skould not bo ncecegsary for & small boy or a civiliar
providing ke is not armed. If the stronger appoars friendly and
recognizes you &g sn allicd sirmen and indicotes that he wents to
teke you to 4 hetter hiding place, go with him, It is at this
stage that most of <the dloment of luck enters into evasion., If
he is a bow fide holper your worrics are largely over, If he is
not o helpor and guides you to wn encuy patrol, think fast and
act zecordingly -- tils part is up bo you. .

9. 1t is probabls that alfter hiding you, your helper will
appoar with civilidan clothes or ask you for money 4o buy then.
Put on the ~dwvies buk give our gun $o your helpere If he does
not want it, bury it as it is of no furtnor usc to you and its
possassion while you arg in eivilian clothes may be 2 matter of
grave danger %o yoOn. U0 NUL CurlY . PISTOL IF #FaRING CLVILIAN
CLULRHES,

e .

10, If a helper does not come looking for you, you should
wake for the hills or other isolated areas, Usc yvour escapc map
for this purposc, It is intonded a8 2 guide only and will not
show every minor topographical detdils wvoid roads, villuges, and
railvays ond take advantage of all available cover, after a day
or two approsch o lono shepherd, 2 lone charcoal burncr, or &
poor farmer, Make known the faeb that you sre an allicd airman
and ask for help. £Lf you arc refuscd assistance gob away from
there and try again,

13




- to contact for assistance and the names of thoso who were unfriend i

continued because several men talked, This resulted in the death

1l. If you are in cnemy territory travel only at night,
If in enemy-occupied territory under proper guidance and
dresscd in civilian clothes it ig probably 'safe to travel by

daye Your helpers will know, v : i

12, when you are in the custody of helpers it is essentialy
that you follow all instructions thoy give you, Remember that]
they know the form and you do not, Give chits to helpers, sigy
with your nume, rank, and number only. Show the name of the |
helper and some indication of what he has done for you and
whether you have rewarded him in &Ny WaYe ]

13. Never write down and have in your possession any namesi ~
of helpers, If you are caught and such names are found on you?
it is an absolute certainty that your helpers will be shot as &
‘soon as the enemy can lay hands on them,

To supplement this basic advice airmen were bricfed on esc;

routes in different countriese They wore given the namecs of paoplé

In the latter part of the war the practice of giving numes was dis

of‘many'beople in the ﬁnderground, and in somc casos alimost pro-
ﬁibited‘the-recruitment of “glpers'in critical arcas,
In Itély tho Twelfth and Fifteonth air Fo.ces provided

"safc éroaﬁ maps for the use of bricfing officers. Thoso maps out
linéd'tho arets where alrmen could cxp.ct wid from the Poartisans,
Chetniks, or allied missions, Alrmen wore instructed to make thel
way to the_area clpsest to them and weit until conpacted.

| The carrying of firearms was o debatqd.quostion.. Some men
felt or were afraid that they would be shot'if caught carrying arms,)
Such wos not the casc, however, as long as a flycr remeined in

uniform. In Italy and the Balkens = person who carried o pistol was)

'
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usually treated with respeets  Therefore, flyers were advised
to carry the;p sidoarus unﬁil they reuched Partisan or Chetnik
control, In Poland and Russia, "a Russion Gencral stated that he

would definitely advise our crewmen to carry a plstol as thoro

.. might be hostilc civiliuns or hostile armed bands in arcas with

which wo are concornods o o o

For identification 211 flyers woro instructed to carry

,dog tags, Thesc were to be worn around tho neck so that in case

clothing was lost or_romovcd.during A scarch, the dog tags would
still_remain with the individual, Often thesc tags were the only
means of identification thut an individual posscssede  Unless he

had theéo, many membors of the wunderground in both Italy and France
were dubious about giving nid, fearing thut the alrman was a German -
in disguise,

Along with.the advice and briefing which each airman ro-
ceived, before cach flight, he received an escape kit, an escape purse,
and escape nids (chicfly compnsscs), The gscape kit contained food
(cnough for five days), benzadrine, adhesive taps, a sewing kit, and
& few other‘items,,hThe-purse‘containcd'money ~-- 0f various denominge
tions and from difforent countrics -~ a hacksaw blede made of fine
steel, and o compass, The small compasses issued as aids wero sup-
‘posed to be seereted in bhe clothes on the airman, These were to be

used in case the larger compass in tho purse was lost or token during

a search,




"secﬁrely enough so that the opening shock of the parazchute would

not loosen them, The cxperiences of many evaders confirmed the

To incroase mobility after reaching the ground, each

airman wos advised to take elong a pair of G.I. shoss. Those werg

to be attached to parachuto harness or some part’ of the clothing

findings of the Quartermester®Gencral that the G.I. shoes were
almost essential for‘walking where any distance had to be covered,)
Out in the Pacific a fighter pilot passed this Wword along:

. o » o 4 final word of advice. s long as thosc damn props
are turning, hang on to the last mile you can squevze out of
the old crate, for believe me, brother, your hike back to &
Jumping.off place will mako Low1s and Clark look like a bunch | 1
of recruits, I raiscd the North Carolina flag over more un-
oxplored territory than tho entirs Louisiana Purchase gave
the States. « o - '

In the Pacific, und in Europe as well, shocs and any othor,

equipment tied to the porachute were often 108t when men fell among

treess The chute "caught somowhere in the branches and the men werd

‘uneble to dislodge ite 4nd if tho men were in a hﬁrry to get down

and leave the vicinity, any objects attached to the harness had to:
be left behind,

'Oftentimes escape kits and purscés were lost when a chute
opened or when the flyer was tumbling through the air, = To minimizo
the possibility of such a loss, cvaders recommended that kits and
purses be fastonod to the inside of pockets with safety pins, -

For use in countries where the underground operated, airmen

were given from threc to six photographs to be used on forged
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"identity cardss These woro taken with the subject dressed in

civilian clothes, from an angle that most neerly colneided with that
used by the photogrophers in occupied countrics, If the French,

for oxamplc, hafl their pictures taken showing the right profile,

identity pictures had to be taken from as near the sane angle as

possiblc,
Crews wore instructed to wear as many different neckbies
as were available so that all clothing would not show up the samc,

In spite of such precautions, however, tho Germans werc often able

to ddentify an airman's group merely by the escape photo which

; carrisd,

jny
Q

kany evaders suggestod that negatives be carried so that the

photograophers in the underground could print the picture on paper Ty

commonly used in the countz ver came downe Others

vy in whieh the £3

 suggested that photos bu token from various zngles and provided to

the airman so he would be certein of having one picture_which could
be used in any country. |

Those evadérs who hed to live in occupicd Europe for a conw
siderablc period of time,(up to a ycar) before returning to 4llied
control advocat@d'that.airﬁcn‘wc&r good scrviceable clething when
toking off on combat missions, lien who h%d on old un@orwear, s0cks,
shirts,; trouscrs, etec, found after o fow washings and rigorous wear

that they were practically without clothing and repldacements wero

diffisult to obtain, The men who evaded ot night advised agoinst

wearing light colored shirts and trousers thab would show up in

the darkness. _ N
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to memorize the names (both surname and given name) of all other

~ oxfords, ‘Afteriwalking-a short distance, I took off the jackct."l

~days while he recuperated, He was given identity papers but the

For the use of the underground, crew members were instruc

crew meibers in their ship. Thus, if it bocame necessary to crashf
or tail out, the underground could check the names of all the men |
in tho vicinity, This helped in finding out if all the crew was

accounted for, but more particularly it gave the underground an ';

'vopportunityAto check bogus Germanlagents posing as 4llied airmen, §

4t the time a man lcft a plano he was supposed to have all §
his equipuent securely fastened to his person and be able to make @

exit that would provent his being injurednin'or by thc airplane,

Whether or not he had extra oquipuent was entirely up to the indi
vidual, Many evaders rccommended that cach airman take a personal §

kit of his owm dovising, - Somc preferred to travel first class as

did one navigators, 4ccording to the bombardier, "I turned to jumpﬁ@

saw the nuvigator standing by tho nose hatceh packing a sultease of-fyu

civilien clothesl" 1In his report (both men got back safely) the

navigator says he had a musette bag Min which I carried some sweaten

and o scarf," He walked away from where he had landed, "wearing oD ¢

trousers, a battle dress jacket, 2 tan woolen shirt, and eivilian

, 17pe rest of the. navigntor!'s story;wds{aé,follows. His ankly
was sproined in lending so a French family took him in for twolve

R

couple had no contact with the undorground, so he decided to loave.
"They gave me & couple of food tickots and I took o train to Nevers.
In instruction sbout cvasion I had loarned that lots of patriotic an
helpful Fronehmen could be found in Novers,

18
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There wore ndny suggestions as to whot would constitute

oxntment or dros sing to kelp hin out.

R

that werc otfored tho iollow1ng list nas beon:

$

;0 e
1, Hazor and bl¢doo.

If o 13an had been wounded or

(To be used in

Out of

ing those 1tems -ulch wore mentioned with the most frequency.

-shaved with sone rupularlty )

2. Tooth brush,
single itom.)
3, Knife,

4o - Hatorproof nstches,

5« Chewing .un,
6. Soup,
7. Cigarcttos,

8. bkxtra. ucrra.

9. Black dyo for ahuu&.
‘could bo u50d to dye

.
)

(For pursonyl use and barter,)
(For porsonnl use and barter.)

\
(One evader reported that
shoes,)

berries

10, 4spirin,

11, PFirst aid poush,

12, Inscet (liocw) powder,
13, Burn ointmenty

l!,. additionzl halazong

r.long tiue,
15, Toilet papor.

164 Srall prckot of die

17. Gh&hstick.

o usa on G.ls clothos,.

burned, he wanted
the many suggostions

selected as represent.

countrics where men

(iore men missed this than dny othor

(]

It was rncomdbndcd thxt Jnything which cogld be crushud, such as

halzzonc tablots, asnlrln, ard bengadeine, be placed in crush

»

Suvortl ren landed hord enough to rcduc

_powdcr, meking it hird to deobsrminae proper dosages.’

proof

such items to

"when I reachod the ciby,

izwes vory hungry
large ones, so I ate at o

rether large once

I fournd that it was full of Germans.
and tried to find 4 smell restaurant, but I saw only
_When I neticed the

civilian Slttlng next to ng wore o Nagi cus zle, 1 docided not to
have much conversation with him."
(Eventually, . after wandering uround devers for o whilec,

this evader appro?chca 2 bzach worker who put hin ir touch

the undergrounds

19
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In order to make éure that a man could get out after he

a1l his equipment rea&y, it was rccommcnded thdt ho check the eaey

A B
IR ER -

hatchos pcrlodlcally to insure proper worklng. The Eighth Air Fdf
estimated that in 17% of tho cascs vhere men trled to Jump the oss
hatches stuck for one reason or anothor. , w ;

In cases where there'waé ary‘likelihoéd of a man's going |

down in an arca where he could plck up such diseases as typhus fev

or small pox, it was nocessary that_all innpculatiqns bo kept up ﬁ;
dato, O ‘[, ’ IR

After becoming airborne all equipment. necessary for evasioj

3
M
B
8

was to be kept close at hand 5o that it would be available in casjé

of emurgency., Yo facilitate bv@sion pavigators were requested to §

eall out periodically the ioéation of the aircﬁﬁft.: In case of -:]
" out’ or cfashhiandih§3£H5 dﬁvigator-ﬁﬁs instructed té;give a pﬁnpoé;
location so that the men would know whdt‘tofdo:%hén'ihey landed, ‘?
RIS S i
this onc small pioce of information was extremcly v1tal to tho meni

3

who puraahntod out, bxcopt where thero wore wounded men who coul

S

be parachuted, it was tnouﬁbt AdVlS&blf to anq>rﬂther than crash 1

‘land,‘as this would insurc tho scattering of the crow and lessen th

likelihood of capture,

--In England the Bighth Air Force enlisted the aid of the

82nd and 101st &irborne Divisions to teach the proper tcechniques of:
vflttlng a parachute and Jumplnh. This 1nstructlon was designcd to:
hulp cut down on the hlgn cusualty rate sufforea tg air Force mon M

parachuted (flpurus were furnished hg prlsoncrs of war in uermany)

20
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out after ho b shere flights vcro nade over water, cvaders recommendod

. check the oa ?i;= that all escapg aids, pouches, and kits be waterproofods Some ren

Eighth air Foj

[

7 recomaended that a scparate harness be providqd for evasion alds
so that they would not be lost when a man dropped from his chute

into the water,
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II
THOSE FIRST FEW HOURS

The first few hours were usually the most critical onos for |
an evador. If he escaped successfully, the ground work for this
success was laid early in the game,

Every onc was instructed to make a delayed parachute junp,

provided the cireraft had sufficient zltitude, There were scveral

. good roasons for this,

le The danger of freezing or being frost-bitton wags

lessonods

2. There was. less danger of boing shot at both from the air

and from the ground,

3. Ground secarch partics had luss time to get to the spot
where the evader was expected to land,

Difforecnt mon used different mcethods for determining when tvhe
proper time came to open their chutes, Some counted, Somc pulled
the rip cord when they entored the 1oﬁest cloud layer they could

see, Others woited until trGGS‘and buildings on the ground bccanme

distinct and then pulled the rip corde whatever the method of de-

termination used, successful evadérs proved time and time again

that a delayed jump paid dividends,
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Aftur the chuteé opened the wise evaders surveyed tho scene(/fg
L /
below and plannud>their’course of zction, Many stcered their chutes
50 as to fall in wooded arcas or to keep from Janding on houses, but
more particularly %o keep away from roads, Scarch parties usually
traveled by motercycle or truck so that they had to use roads to got
to the scene og‘desceht. The more distance the evader had betwoon
himself and o road, thercfore, the botter his chances for sucosssful
evagion,
4s soon as he landed ho was supposed to scoop up his chube
and hide it with his hag wost in some ploce whero it could noh bo
found, Then hé was to iove quickiy avmy frem the spot where Lo had
landed snd <ind a hiding place to hole ups OSome men lid within o
quartar of o wile of where whay had landed; others wens soveral wilcs
efors stopéing bo ruct ard bake stosk of the situation, .
To find evaders “he Germans nged low flying search planes
apd troopse If an cvador Jaa orjotten to hide his chute, this was
casily spottud from the nir and the ground-soérchigartias would have
a point to start their scarch,  The nerW”nu in such cases usuclly

surveyed tho rouds in the vieinity to spot men in uniform, The ground

I

acurch purties ploced tiwelr men about ten fect apart and moved through

fivlds and woods 1ook1ﬂg for the cvader, In some cases dogs were
uscd Lo asgist.tho soldicrs.

Gur q1men QuCCbCﬂ,w in cluding those searches in a number
gf‘differént”ways.’ Opc fiwthod usg@'succeﬂ"fu¢lv was to hide in

troes, asince the Germans seldom thouzht to look upwerd, Anothor

rethod was to hide in the niddle of « field, as the Germens ususlly

¥
\//
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searched the edges and ditches, In the forests the men hid in

dense bushcs.. Several men reported having scarchers come within

several fect of them without their being scen,. During darkness of

course the chances of escaping unobscrved were much greator,.

' Frequently airmen.weré surrounded by Frenchmen, Italians,
or other natives as soon as thoy landed.. These people usually hel
the evader to hide, and in many coscs furnished civilian clothes f

him to slip on to ¢ludc the Germans, One flyer who mot such a

reception comzittoe stood with & group of Frenchmen and pointed out)

to German soldiers. the direction in which he was suppesed to have

gone.

where flyers literally landed in the hands of the cnemy

or were. captured soon after landing, quick thinking and ecourage c¢n

many to cscapes., Under such circumstances the main emphasis was pl

upon escaping carly before being plaeed in the honds of regular pr

]
guards, - The following instance. demonstratcs how quick cscape could
sonctines be effoctunted, .

I landed in o ficld, put my chute into some brush, and ran |
towards another chutc whiech I saw on the ground, Soms Fronchmen
met me, pgave me a coat, and begen to lead me away; but two Gers
soldiers suddenly cppeared, and the Frenchmen scottered. 1
tried to hide in somc bushes but the Germons selzod me and led n
to a shack a short distance away, .

While we stood there apparently waiting for somc vehicle
to arrive I tripped one of the Gormans, hit tho other in
the face, and whilc the two were getting unscerambled I dove thro
a row of scrubby trees, The Frenchmen who had left we before
werce standing on the other side of this row of treese, They
grabbed me and ren with me until I could hardly stand,

The next cxample indicatos quick thinking and nervee.
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I walked to 2 dirt road and hid behind a fence, waiting
for soimc onc to puss. I got bired of waiting and started down
I walked into a German soldier lcaning with his
blcycle .aguinst @ trec, For o second wo staroed at each other
and thon, bocause I had an unlighted cigarctte in my mouth, I

‘asked him for a 1ight, in English, He looked puzzled, so I

pointed to my eigarctte. He struck a matceh and lighted my
cigarette and I turncd and walkcd away without looking back,
I was wearing my hoated suit, green coveralls, cleetrie shocs,
and was carerying ono flying hoot, The Gorman was armed and
niddle-aged,

Often the cvader had to size up the situation while in the
and rake his plans~accordingly. Witness the following accounts,

I crash landed on the coast of Holland near the VWaalchern
Islonds aftor onc ungine hed been hit by flak, 1 put the P36
dovn between & football ficld where 2 game was in progross and
tho dikes. & wing struck one of the dikes and smeshed the a/ce
Spectators and pliyers were running from the football ficld when
I got out of the planc, at least 500 poople were milling about
the crash and along the dike.

I ran Yo the path whore the people had loeft their bieycles
and took one , grabbing with it & long red cout to throw over my
flying jncket and grecn trouscrs. - The coat had ten guilders and
a watch in the pockot. ‘ )

I got in awmong sowe cyelicts on tho path at the top of the
dike and pedalled toward the Germen soldicrs who were running
from a nearby gun post, The soldiers were. busy for the first
fow minutes trying to keep peoplu away from the plane though
several climbed on the dikes and scarched the countryside with
field glasses, I pedalled beside o woman who kept watching me
out of the corner of her eye but she nover spokce

ahen we rode into a small village the womsn turncd down a
side street. I parked tho bicrele by ¢ stonc beneh and sat there
trying to think out my next uove. & carload of German soldiers
drove into the villige and stopped in front of the church, They
got out, lincd up.in two ranks, and were scnt into the fields with
I walked around the town waiting for them to

of the partics, after they had scarched a barn I crawled in,
thinking it was the safest placs to hide at the moment. I was
Suen by thc womun who owned the barn and she hurried out to tell
me I could not stay therce.ee. I crawled down o drednago ditch
to a fiecld of high grass and hid for the rost of the diVe v o o

s
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During my cvasion whilc-I was living in a large Belgien
city I wetched an sincrican raid on a noarby target, I saw a .
B-17 cateh fire and leave formation. Soon after that scverall
parachutcs opened above the city wnd one floatced down into
.- .the section of town whero I was, I had a good view of it and
. watched this par:ichutist land in the walled-in garden of a
~ house. Just as he touched the ground 2 German motoreyclist
stopped Zn front of the house and ran around to clamber over
gardown wall ot the back, Wwhen the German-got into the garden
the smerican burgt through the front door of the housc and i
hoppud on the German's motor cycle and tore off down the stre
blowirg his horn as loud as he could and cheered on by tho
© Belgian peoring o

hE

Generally the hue and ery over an evader lasted about for
eight hours, If he had not booﬁ found by this time the Germans
,g&ve,up'organized search.  This ﬁid not mean that the cvader could
move around’ in absoluﬁc freedém;bﬁt\it,did mean that he could move
safely if he moved cérofplly. o |
There were many who wore taken care of almost as soon as

landed. Thase men were fortuncte in that they landed near some ongg

who either was in the underground or who knew how to contact the

underground. The follewing story is a case in point,

L jumped out of the hateh dogr and after falling 100 fect ?}
£ pulled the ripeords My parcchute did not open but as it was §
a chest puck, I was ablc to tear tho canvas covor and it opened]
lmmediately. I counted fiftcon cnomy, fighters and one chute.,

. Under mc many pegplc wers running ond some of them seemed to
be in uniforn,

1 hit the ground hord without hurting myself, buried my
chutc and ran to souwc nearby woods, On the cdge of the wood
I ran into a mun who ericd "eamarade® at me. We shook hands
and I gave him an aserican cigarcttc. . He took e further in
the woods swhere a man was waiting for mc. This han gave me
clothes, and from then on my Journcy was arranged for nce

-4

e P e ’ N
aben a man hit the ground one of four things could happen

to him (or o combination of the four)., He could (1) be picked
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.up by the police, (2) be.picked up by civilions and/or the under-
g:bﬁnd, (3) hide in the vieinity, (4) move awey from the zrec und
hide out, The first two hévo already becn -discusscd, ‘

 Of the cascs analyzod, 45% of tho men hid somowhcre within
the near vicinity of vhere they had linded -~ up tb\a quarter of
é mile. - Thirty~three percent .oved away from the area as guickly
a8 possible cnds covered somotimes as much as_tcn or fifteen miles,
depending upon what time of day they case down, how near cover was,
¢nd their condition, ]

" A great many of theso men (in all categories) wore in a state
of shock when they landed or were injured, Of the injured, Ll were
hit in the plano, 9% wore injured tryin: to get out of the plane or

were hit by some portion of ti.c planc as in the case of fighter piloue,

8% were injured when their chutes opencd, und 39% were injured whon

they hit the ground, In this latter group most of the injurics
occurred to landing gear -- foct, ankles, legs, or knces.

Of the Injured there wore. 2 fow who had brokon bongs which
rendered them inecapable of cvosion at .the moment ~- bfokan enkles or

legss These uon wore carcd for by natives until-such time as they

Ay

. eould walk ond make their way unessisted, Men with broken arus or

s

sprained wrists ofton proceeded on their way with their arms in a
sling,
The philosophy back of the advice to remain hidden for the

first twenty-four or forty-cight hours was very sound, If a man

",




hid his chut, covered his trail, and hid, hus was given cnough tig
%o recover from shock, to dress his wounds, and to take stock of
the situe¢ion, During this boriod he could distribute his ration
and the contents of his purse throughout his clothing, Hc could

remove, all military insignia from his uniform., He could remove

watches, rings, and other jowelry that might cnll attention to h

He could attempt to locate himsclf, Ahd, above all, ho  could rest
and make plans for the future,

Men were urged to nake for high ground, if it could be
readhed. From a vant&ée point thoy could survey the surrounding
terrain, obaech the ﬁoveﬁgnts df military and civilian persoﬂnel
pick out the best route for travel,

Some of the favorite hiding places werc thickots, gulliosx
ditches, old cunale, hay stacks, barng, and-of course housos, The.
latter was extremely risky, howsver, as the Gcrmuns‘ﬁsually searc&
houses apa'cfton pdgyed g_guard in every housec in tne neighborhooai
after o paréchutist had landed,"TOhattempt to get mon to come out
of hiding thec Germans often employod English-speakingimcn to call
"qulo," or "Itl's all clpar now," hon séafching in groups, the
'Géimané would yell every ten or fiftcen foéﬁ, hoping to make an
-evador’think'he hﬁd boénvsaen and to staftle‘him'into movencnte

”Frequently natives would spot the hidiﬁg place of an evéd
bring him éivilian clothes, gnd;adﬁisé_him to continue in hiding

witil they eame for him, Mdst Qvgders usually,chahécd positions
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after such an cncounter and placed theuselves in a position. to be
able to see anyone approaching their former hiding ploce. Thus,
if the native hoppened to be in lecgue with the police or troops,
the evader would be able to remain in cohcealment and escape if
necessary.,

For those men who romained ncar the vicinity of their land-
ing the average time spent before traveling on was about twelve
hours. Some stayed for us long as three or four days; othors remained
only until night and then moved on,

The mgn who immodiately moved away from their landing place
headed for ncutral territory in nost casus, If thouy landed in
Geruany they headed citbor toward Switzeriand or Belgium or Francce
If in Frunce or Belgium, thgy gonorelly headed for Spain, In Italy‘"“,

thoy headed for an wmderground rendezvous point, for Fruuce or

‘switzorland, or for the front lincs. In Jugoslavia the best chance

was o safe aria where one could usually find Partisans or Chetniks,

In Groocg almost any peasant would care for an eveder a;d put him in
touch with the undorground, at onc time conditions wore so pleasaent
in Grecco that men had to be ordored back to theirvuﬁits. Evading
hud.becomo:sgch a good dqal th;t mgby men we:e_mglingaring.

In sumpary it iy be said that the important cctions during

‘the first few hours were (1) to moke a delayed jump, (2) to hide the

parcchute and wny other oguipment to be discarded irmediately after
landing, (3) move away from “the londing site as quickly as possible,

and (4) to find cover and romain hidden while resting and umaking plans

N

for the futurc,
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PICKING THELK UP AND PUTTING THEM DOWN

.

After the first few hours had passed, the evaders starte

thinking of thcir futufe. Many by this timec were already in the

hands of the underground, others were traveling across country by

oné means or another, looking for the underground or heading for
neutral t?rritory. liost, of this latter group cventually found %
way into the hands of éhc undérg:ound or into somc organized res
_movonont,

) At the timc they were passed into the underground or wer
contacted by nat;ves,‘many«mcn made one of their first sorious
mistakos.l_Inspcadiof.retaining all‘of their evasion aids and mong

- they made the mistgken assumption that they would no longer nced
these. itoms, The money was given to helpqrs and tho various aids
were distributed,as souvenirs, The_childronlcamo,in for thc lion
" share of tho chocolato and malted milk tablots,

- In some cdses.airmen wore told to discard their G.I, sho
_and G,I, clothing bocause those would attract, attention, Almost
‘without cxception the men who followod this advico -- which was

cbntrary_to all briefings -- suffcred later, .To replace the Gels
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shoes the natives furnished oither oxtremely poor leather shous £

or wooden sho##iy len who were unaccustomed to walking, and who were

unaccustomod %o walklng in such shocs, usually found that after a

few milcs their progressAwas,cxtromely painfule I? the Germans wore
picking up,mon~ﬁecause.of footwear the best thing to do was to dye
the shoes blacki |

If the 16ss of shoos and cvasion aids were coupled with
abandonment by gﬁidcs or iossrof undergrpund contact, it is not
difficult to uhdorstand that'tho evéer‘might find himself in a

preéarious position. Such_a ihing did hoppen to sévéfal ovaderse

‘Tho follow1ng story illustratos the p01nt.

. . o Lator in our Journcy we wore waltlng in a roailway
station for our guidec, &nd ho ncver showed upe After wo had
waited about nine hours, we began to feel pretty uncomnfortablc,. -
A station workman started talkipg to me, and I did not under- |
stond what hc seids I replicd, "Oui, oul," and that was
evidently ecxactly the wrong answor, “for he then began a near
tirade, Finally hc walked away, but everyone around the
waiting room had been wa vtehing us. I expected to be picked
Up eny minute, When ovening canc, and no onc still showed up
for us, we doeided thut wo had boetter head for the country.

Wo thought that we might have to make the rest of our journcy
on our ovn. I no longor had any compasses from our escape kits,
but fortunutely I still had d peneil clip cempass which I had
been given ot oy group.  Using this compass we started south
on our own, Wwec tricd at a couple of places to flnd shelter
that night, but we finally had to sleep outs
Qur Pyrences crossing was an espocially rough one, Four
~ Europcons with us had to drop out completely. I had some wooden
" soled shoes, and my fect were pretty sore, but I managed to
carry on. It was a rough traily for a long distence we walked in
deep snow, Whon a ian foll down in the snow, we werc all so
exhausted there was little we could do for him, 4 couple of nen
had a bottle of what scemed like pure aleochol; I was awfully
thirsty and drank too much of ite It almost knockcd ne out, and
I was pretty sick and riscrablc, Sone sugar was the only thing
I had to cate I was getting more and nore thirsty and started
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eating snow; once I started I could not stop. The snow nad
me very sick afterward, It is cortainly a bad idea %o eat
snow, I took a benzadrine tablet, the last things I had loft)
from ny cscape kit, and it secmecd to givo mo strength to go g
About fifteon minutes from the frontier one nan just gave o
completely, moaning sadly, "Ca va pas.! I kopt tolling him,
"Pas rostor iei," but he just lay thore paying no attontion
no, - -Later, howcver, hc finally did get across, I hcard tha
was only ton minutes farther to tho fronticr, and then I kne
that soachow I was going to ake it, but it was a cling whic
I would hatc to ropoate « « »

As has becn nmentionod previously, ien often hédvto spond_?
considorable time with thoirﬁhclpérs in restrictod quartcrs, Ini
p?oparatidn for the finél aash_somo of thcsokgénltook rogular exné
ciscs to kecp in cohditipn;v Onc man walkcd up.aﬁd down a flight ;
stops every déy to pl;ce-himéoif_in shape for moﬁntain climbing, g
Sone laborod“in the fiolds élongéido nati&es. Men with the Maquié
or Partiéans'joinod in-raidé and shared the.pégcarious oxistonec g
of iho nen éf the rcsistanﬁo. ﬂ
| ého wholc point“of this-discussion is thdt whatover the
neans, return £§ 411icd control invoived trévéling at some tinc oé
énothér. A mah night .sit in one plaéo.for as muéh as two nonths é
"fpro roving but cventuslly (as in thg casé-of-thc4lndian who had ﬁ
the castor_oil)-ho had to moﬁo,  ; | | |

» The moﬁﬁodé uscd varicd withvthe ycar of the war, German
restrictions.in barticular arcas, and individual helpers, In 19422

and 1943 it was often possible to move‘across France by train, ﬁf{

the.invasion, rail routes were so demoralized that movemcnt usually

had to be by foot or bicycle. In Italy and the Balkans nost all oi
o ' ]

the iiovenent was by foot, In Gernany . soveral’ escapors uscd rail
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transporfétién‘to nove fron one place to another, 4t diffcrent
tices all these diffeérent ncthods had edvantages and disadvantages,
In Fronce most of the rail travel was on passenger cars,

& few nen had considerable luck with railroad workers helping thou

 and "rode the rods" with comparative safety and spceds = The iien who

rode the passenger cars often had helpers with then or had their ticket.

bought by helpers., Those who traveled entirely on their own usually

gpent several hours, or as nuch as a day, observing how the natives

béught'tickets, how they boarded the trains, and how they got off thec
trains, . after this they practzéed the routine they would go through
when approaching the ticket window and then finally bought their
tickets BEven after-all these prelininarics some«fouﬁd th@t thoy asked
for tickets on trains that did not run that particular day.

After boarding thc train the ovaders sat with.the pcasant6;
Mﬁny tried to pretend that they were nenbers of fanilics, 4l1 were
instructed not to talk to anyone, including helpers if any, and to
appear to be locking out the windows, Some posed as deaf nutes to keep
froa answering questions. Even those with forged identity cards used
this techniguc-to keep from having to talk, Oftentinmes when the

Gestapo nade a particularly close search of a train, helpers would

- distract the attention of these men long cnough to allow the cvaders

to:escapq.
In briefings nen who rode trains were ;told to get off at

snmoll stations near large towns rather than going into the larger
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be rogistered. It was nccessary, therofore, to have a bicycle with!

non traveling alone had to stecal their bicyelesse It was an extra-

population centers, The remainder of the distance they could coy
- by foot, This precaution was token to keep from having to go

through the checks that were often set up in the larger towns,

In Germany eveders and escapers were cautioned never to
ride pagsenger trains, All trein travel was to be via freight ca

Many railroad workors were slave laborers from occupicd countries

would help the cvader to get on o car thet was going to a border

2

I

near France or Switzerlande Traveling in this manner, however, o

mean% that the evader would be sealed in a boxcar for as long as

4
:
F
e
3

seven or cight days, usually with a minizum of food and water,

lovencnt by bicycle was comparatively éasy in iwost éasaqf
Men who trdvoled this way, howevef, always took the rigk of runniné
into a road block when turning 2 corner and having to show identiti
‘cards. In some cases whore wen were traveling with helpers the hef
could carry the situation. Whore the ovador was traveling alone |
without pupers he had to try bluff or cttempt to turn around and 8$;

back,without,being too noticeablce This of course involved undesi i

risks,

4% different times in France all bicycles were required to :

ordinarily patriotic individual who would give up his only neans

of transportation to an evader,
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‘The final neans of movement left was by foot. Merely to

state-tﬁatuwalking can becone disagrecable does not cover the

situation, -Iit is only after reading many accounts that the agony

. of forced norches with improper footgear %ggresses itself, To give

- some of the flavor of evaders' remarks, several accounts are given

Bo

Before I jumped, I had taken off my flying boots and put
on. some browh-cadet oxfords, If I were doing any more ovading
which took™is much walking, I would mako certain that I was
wearing gobd Gel, shoes. . « e '

I told the old man that I wanted to go to Paris, I do
not reeall that I had been warned in briefing to kcep away fron
Paris, The old mun told e that Paris was some 90 ku's away and
asked mc how I expected to get. thercs When I replicd that I

~was golng to walk, he just laughed znd loughed. Later I adid
not think it was so fUlnye.. o. .

The hike over the Pyrcnces was not casy. While we wero

to wailting at- the foothills, we drank @ lot of winc. We fcolt very
happy at the time, but we wore pretty niserable later when walking

in the mountains ond.sweating all tho winee  we walked part of
the first night in the rain and then found shelter, The sccond

night we wolked in & howling wind and roin. If I had had ny way,

wo would not have started off thon at all. After walking nost

of the night, I was soasked to the sking we found somc shelter for
a fow hours and aluost froze to deathe It secmed to nc wo could

not have gone any higher in-the nountainse We scened to be in

snow for hours. But we walked on and kopt on walking and finally

canc through in gocd order. o . .

{ Wo had & rough crossing of the Pyrenccs, We had to carry
f on RaF man part of the way after he alnost broke his loge Sgtb
Wiggings Just about crossed on onc leg. Ho had been wounded in

| the hecl boefore he was shot down, and his hecl was still in

§ protty bad shape., about all he was going on was sheer determina-
| tion. iy tocs were bleeding, and I certainly missed a dccent
pair of shocs, I think air crews should be told to save as much
of their escupe cquipnent as they can for the Pyrences crossing,
especially the benzadrine tobletse o o o




© " Our guidos kept telling us thot after tho noxt hill we wou,
be safo rn Spain.  Then we walked on for days. - We got that s ]
ehory at loast twdlve times, 4t onc point we slept in a hay Lofy.
= Or rather froze in:the cold -~ having to turn over as a
" group when one iman wented to shift. Part of the tine wo went
through = terrific blizzard. about half the way we walked in
~° sHOW up to our waists. Oup guides bocame so tired that two
of the party took the lead. for part of the wey. I had so much
pain in the knecs that I literally had to 1ift my legs up with
ny hands in ordor to keop on going, 4fter our journcy through
the Pyrences we understood why those mountains are the highest ;

in the world, ., ., ,

We traveled with ths guide for four days, walking twelve

* hours anq resting four. . . . Each morning the guide gave us
a three-inch square of bread covered with bacon fat. He and
the refugecs ate well, but they would not. share their food with

“-us, Toward the end we .could hardly drog ourselves, and ;any i
packs had t¢ be thrown over the cliffs, Occasionally the guide i

- would offer to help & womnn with her pack and would slip off and
eripty ‘out the icney,. One aVening.the guide told us we had reache]
the border. . He pointed to the valley below and said it would -
lcad us to a town, ' We checked him with our conpasses, and
pointed out thot the valley ran MW, . ., . 4fter four or five
hours we had still to find 2 valley south, by foot were so bad -

“that I hed been troveling barcfoot for the last threc hours, We

_conpod in nud at nddnight, and, a8 thore was no water available,
licked the grass for dews o ., . :
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IV
STRATEGI'AND TACTICS

One of the prlme chbracterlstlcs of a successful gvader

T 3

was resourcefulness. Added to this was the abillty to uhlnk
qulckly, to 1mpfgv1se, and to act. Some of the men found that they
had undlscovered talents for neting, Most of the time their first
performance could have been»thelr last;bés their audiences were
often quite c";tlcal;‘ | o .

The instructions %ere, 1f\capturcd, to escaﬁe as culckly as
possi%le. To het the captors to re‘ax thelr v1g1lance it was best
t§ preﬁend a leg, ankle,‘or bock *ngury th%t would Drevpnt apid
movement, Felanln" lnaury or wckneab mlgut enable tran fer to a
hospltal where chances ior ageape would bt3 nore fﬁvoraLﬂe,

One evader pl"ced some crushed ¢ splrln in a cngreLte and

smoked the conéoction to glVP himself & stomach ache.' After smoking

the cigarette, ho found that he did not bave to pretend sickness.

““He' threw up vhet 1#ttle ke had eaten withouﬁ'ﬁz&'trouble and told

Vel

his'jéilors that he had uppcndlcltig. His protestations were so
81nceLe uhut he Wwa.8 movea to the hoapxtalm Here preparations were

made to remove his appendix. Despite all his recanting, the appendix




£ |

' up to the top, ond pretended to be fixing the roof, The German §

was removed, although it took five men to put the ether mask on

him, After ten days convalescence, he managed to escapes

Another evader put on a very credible performance as a
deaf mute, He wag picked up by the police while trying to board
a train, From some friends he had procured a card which proclaimed?_

that he was deaf and dumbs This he displayed to the police but theff

were suspicious. He was taken to the police station and several
methods were employed to moke him talk, aAfter these failed, he was
taken to a deaf'and=aumb‘asylum which happened to be in the vieinit
Here hé successfully convincad’ﬁhevduthorities that he was indeed
both deaf and dumb, . Aftervthis-demonstration the police put him on
ﬁhe £rain he was trying to get and sent him on his ways

Other men posed as lahorers. One evader was being cared for:

by a French family when a German soldier came to.search the house,

The evader promptly pushed a ladder up by the side.of the house, wen%'

5

soldier watched him for a fow minutes and then proceeded along his
way.
In another instance an evader found that he had wandered into

some woods near 2 German installation and would have to face guards

. on his way out, 4s he cast about for somc way to keep from drawing

- suspicion to himself he saw some woodchoppers carrying wood home.

He iamediately seized o bundle of faggots and joined the procession.

Such acts as these required considerable nerve and nan abilit

.td.carry an act through, Once the evader was commitfcd to a line
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r mask : : . : . h
on of action he had to continue even though' he thought that his
e o o S S : o
PCe identlty would surely be discovered. .0One of the most difficult
Hee as a things for any evader to get .over Wasrthe—feeliﬁg that every soldier
7 to board

and every policeman was looking for him, He had the. constant fear

th i ‘ '
proclaime of being hunted or being watched.

Hce but the One evader was in Parishon.his.way south via train, There

d s o » )
several was considerable time between trains so the helper decided to show

the cvader some of the sights of tho town, While they were standing

gazing up at the Arc de'Triomphe, the evader felt a heavy hand on

s indoed ‘his shoulder. He turncd to find a Gorman soldier holding on to the

3 put him on

hand, He was S0 frightoned that he almost blUrted‘out his identity,

But before he could say anything the German indicated that he wanted .

ng cared for . . . L o . .
& 4 the evader to hold his rifle while the soldior!s friend took his

th . . o '

e house, picturc standing by the

e house, wen . co ' o . ‘ .
? . The following casc involved meeting several Gormans on

Gorman ~ - guard duty,
along his . R . 1 walked on the roads all that day, stopping -only for wator,
I was beginning to have all kinds of fun and was even getting
overconfident, Just about that tikme the bottom fell out of my
mnderedvinté | confidences I came around a curve in the road and found myself
G : - ‘almost on top of a couple of heavily armcd German soldiers who
ace guards ! were walking up and down thc road, When I saw them, I thought
, I had had it, It was too late to turn baek, so-I kept right on
om drawing i ' goina,,just walting for them to stop me and take me off, To my
Tk ’ enazsmont they did not seem to pay any attention to oy, so I
od home, %’ did not wait around to strike up A conversation. . . « I approached
i enother road at right angles to mine and saw some more German
srocession. i sentrigs on it, When I came closer, 1 saw that they were checking
. passcse ly confidence took another jolt then, but I figured I
[ an ability : had bettor brave out these new guards than go back and take 2 look
© .at the ones I had just passed, so I kept on going, When I cume
) a line i : . Up to them, my confidence started bounding up a-bit, -Apparently

they were checking passes on the cross road but not on the highwav,

A
i
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vapparent forgetfulness, By sign language they conveyed that they

As I walked away, o German soldier came after me, I thought,
but instead of bothering me, he sped down the road, apparently
bound for a pub,

In Several cases where the evaders were stoppoed-by guards

or sentries the cvaders reached for their identification quickly

and then let a look of amazement spread over their faces for their

had left their papers at home. The trick usually worked,
If the guards could speak the native languege the evaders

of ten pretondod'to be deaf and dumb and unable to understand what

the guards wanted, _Somo indicated that they had been bombed out
and had lost eﬁorything, ;nciuding‘idéntity éards. Or they indieat
by pantomime that the bémbingvhad temporarily injurcd their ears an
thﬁt they could not heare: -

The usual cxporicnce of all evaderé was that the ordinary

German soldlor was compur&tlvoly casy to fool, Such was not the
case of the Gestapo, If gqucstioncd by tho lattor, the evadors oftenﬁl
immediatcly confessed that thoy woro_eVadors”and produccd dog tags

to provc fheir identiﬁy.

Strangely enough, écting as & peasant somotimos resulted in |

the cvader!s being thrown in jail whon the police wore making some
‘round-up,  In such cases the cvader had to risk revealing his identij

in‘ordér to got out and continuo on his way,

~In traveling crbés-country alone cvadors used considorable

skill and many displa yed a good knowladgc of woodcraft, knowingly

'or‘unknowingly. One of:thelr_flrst acts Was to oblltcrate their
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trail, The first step here, which has alrocdy beon mentioned, was
to hide or destpoy the.parachutc, A few men hid their parachutes

in one place, moved away thirty or forty yards, hid thcir Mae West,

" and then made off in an cntirely different direction.

If they were going through the countryside, off roads, they
buried ration eans and.anything clsc that might indicate that an

cvader had stopped or been in that vieinity. In arcas whore troops

- were numerous or the civilian population was thought to be hostile,

the men carefully reconnoitcred all road crossings. They obscrved

“cross roads for hours beforc crogsing and .then crossed hastily.

Bofore cntoering farm. yards, they watched the housc for
several hours to observe the number of psople that went in and out.
Soveral men who took no such precautions when they sought admittance

or food were often greeted at the door by Gorman soldiers. The largers

- houscs werc almost clways avoided in occupicd countrics because they

usually contained troops or a German headquarters,
Quite o few men made it a policy ncver to enter a house that

had 2 telephone linc leading to it or & radio acrial oxtonding from

-it. Thoy solccted homes that were dome distance from other houscse

If after the cvader entered, one of :tho members of a family left

within a few minutes snd did not return within a short while, the
evader left .as quickly as possible, #After he left he circled the
house -and loft.in & difforent. dircetion from the one in which ho hed

approached,




If a man or a family was approached aond did not give help,

the cautious evaders left ipmediately, As soon as they got out of

S‘ight”Of the family, they changed their dircction and moved away as
quickly as possiblc. ‘Onc evader advised taking the name of anyone
who looked like he might turn.an cvader in, The man would then be
afraid of reprisalrand would not voluntecer information.

While traveling on roads and in cities evaders werc zdvised
to try to look as much.like nutives as possiblc. :Thevaore told to
walk like the nativés, to wave or to stare at soldiers if tho natives‘;
stared at soldiers. If travcling Withouh maps and using,signposts
.as & guide, evaders wérﬁed other cvaders not to stop at;a sign post
and obviously look at the-diffcerent signs,

The natives of any particular section would be expected to
be familiar with all landmorks, roads, and villages in that section,:
Any ovader, therefore, who was obvipgsly looking at everything displayed
the'fact that he was not a napiyo. If he went through a small village .
one time, he was advised not to go through agein because the natives «
~would certainly ke aware that ho was a stranger. If they were nob
susplcious the first time, they certainly would bo the scconde

There. were several different methods which could be used for
,déterminingidirectipns. The two most usual ways were by maps and

compasses which were in the escape kits and pursese If neither of

these wore available mon could use the stars, the sun, sign posts,
or -- in France -- the maps published by the postal authorities,

Ong ovader adviscd that in France the transformers outside the small
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“towns usually carried the hame. of .the -townss : Some evaders used
‘failroad-trackévwhichzthey found to be runhning in a general

“'direction,

- More thin one individual claimed that the compass was the

- most 'valuable iterd in an evader's possession. One man used his in

*a'elty to be'abfe.to:tell‘which way to move in case, he became

separated from his-helper. Another found & unique use for his in

- crossing the Pyfenees, He claimed that it was so dark he couldn't

“see the man in front of hime . To remedy. this, he tied the compass on

" to the man's back and followed the luminous spot, praying all the

while -that the man in front didn't walk over the ¢dge of -a cliff,
~One of the most original c¢vasion storics. concerns a Frenchman

who escaped from a German prison camps Like many Americans he tried

" to appear to be busy and give the improssion that he was going about

appointed tasks. To do this he "borrowed" o cow and herded it 125
kilometers toward the Swiss border. The cow finally collapsed from
exhaustion but by this time the Fronchman wes near enough to the
Swiss boraer to m&kéxa dash for i%. 'Tﬁis scheme had the merit of not
only fufhishing-someéhing'ﬁo:do but.aiSO furnishing fbod,

. An.Americah evader also uéed‘a~cow to‘gébd advantage in
crossing the Pyrences, He lost his guide and fell in with a group
éf'Spanish cattle rustlers who héd justlfilqhea”sémelstock from the

Germans. The Spaniards.gave him a stick and told him to drive the

-last cow in the column, He did this for a while. but finally bccame

“ . - \
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i ~so tired that.he threw the stick awny and grabbed the cow!s tail,
: The;cOWvobligingly pulled :him across the.mountains to safety.

Men who were down near the combat zone were instructed to
sit tight and wait for the lines to move up to-thems Nost mon

- followed these instructions although a few in Italy got tired of

waiting for the lincs to move and went through, The latter method

~had dangers,’ howcvery: since‘an ovader was liable to be captured by -

the Gormans or shot by the Americans or 4llics, In most cases the

. airmen found a famlly that would shelter thom and remained with thoé;
family until tho troops overran the dwolling.or'area.' At this thncé;

' " they announced theméolvoE?and wéré'taken to the reare - »i‘
Some idea of the types of expericnces which ovaders had cangi

- be gaincd from the typc of advice given about travel, The followingi
“accounts wore taken from thc reports of evaders who did a-considerabac

amount of walking., - : S
1
*X;hlng Boatg Walkigg |

I had bcnn told ncver to travel on nlghwayu, but in southa
castern France we found littlc: trouble traveling on ‘highways
in civilian clothes, We cven hitch-l hiked, taking pains to
signal only cars with gasogene dquipment, . & .

4pproach poople carefully for help once you are safcly
away from wherce you c¢ame down and out of reach of German
~ ' searcherss Onc Canadian went twentyw-six days on his own
- without cven asking for food, llv1ng on his cscape cquipment
and- what he could pick UPe o o o X

An-evader should not try to travel very ‘much until he has |
lcarned about French conduct. Once he has been with guldes and
learned little details of travel hls chances of carrying on
on his own 2rc cxcellent,, , .

"




ow's tail, a bigyele is an excellent means of travel and to get one
it is almgst nccessary to steal one. an ovador must either

afety, - meet an oxtremely good patriot who will sacrifice his own
: : , main meang of travel or elsg stecal one, Most bicycles do
tructed to not have plaques on them, -Somc people carry bicycle licenscs
in their pockots. « o o : ' :
55t men ) .
If it becomcs evident that the helpers one happens to be
tired of with cannot help him, the best thing to do is 4o announce a
date two weeks or so ahead at which timc evader will move on
tor method if his helpers have not moved him., Nothing is worse than

walking out on helpors who are shoeltering ovaderse +» « o
aptured by : : : e B

A : German patrols are likely to shoot any onc ncar the RR
cases the: tracks in liaquis territory on the suspicion that he is there
to blow up the trackse « . o

'd with the . o . _ :
. Iravel elone, The risk is thon much less for tho people
 this tine! sheltering o man and the drain on the family food supply is
much smallcre « o o
ts had can | | ' 2
» followin , , . - Pardon, lionsicur
congidera Use utmost care in crossing. rocds; find good hiding place ﬁ
and stay there for ot least o daye o o ) |
. Bvadurs should learn enough French so that they could tell 3
Germans they are bombedwout rcfugees and have lost their i
identity cardss « o o :
. I
~ Evaders should learn manncrisms of French «- the way they !
. L walk, carry their shoulders -- so that thoy will appear natural |
South. to Germans, + o o _ !
hways R p _ - - i
to Evaders coming down in country scetions of Franece should
w0t wear socks. Freneh do not have then, Never woar rings or il
wrist watchose o « i
'ly , : ‘

If evader is hidden .on farm he should wear woodon shoes,

v ) . Freneh wear loathep. shoes only on Sundays and Lolidays, If
ment leather shoes are worn they should bo blackencd and niade to
look @8 old as possiblee o o o , : ;

> has | . Evaders should stay out of sight es much as possiblc. + . o .
les and :
on
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If cvaders arc scen by Gormans, thoy should act as if
they arc refugees. It is best to bo doing some kind of work
when Germens are about and have 'scen you -- for cxample, act
as if you arc Tixing a house or roof, Never run awsy whon yoy
have been scen by a Gorman soldlor. That will only make hinm
susplclous. . s '

3
Tips for Travélers'

Contact old French peoplo; SOme of the younger persons
are not to be trustede « o« o

When near the battle“aroa; the best place for evaders to
hide is in the middle of ficldse Germans have gun positions

and soldiers stationed, in hodgcs and orchards, When search isf
made for evaders, Germans do’ not go out into middle of ficlds |

to search, « «

Get away as quickly as possible from area where you landed
after bailing oute « . &

If evadors are stopped by German soldiors, they should act

as if they are refugees who have lost their identity cards.

Learn onough Fronch to exploin this without being suspocteds o

If eveder is staying near battle arca in formhousec, he can

count on Germens stopping there to sleepe o o o

If in civilian clothcs und 'seon by o Gorman soldier, act
as if you werc o normul ivhabitant of the areca. The average
German soldier is not particularly dangerouss If you meet hi
face to face, morcly say "Bon Jour" and walk past hife « o o

Be careful when approaching road junctionse. Germans post

~sentinels at th we placcs.. ' oo
French never do this, and it would invite suspicion. . . &

Never be seen by the Germans if you can possibly avoid it.

>

Never flip & cigarette butt away in front of Germans, The i
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Once I ate in the diner of an cxpress train. I noticed all
the Frenchmen watching my useless left hand, Nonc of the
Germans seemed to pay any attention, and none of the French
caused any troublec, But if an evader has to vat in public,
it is well il he affects continentol manners, using both hands
to go after his food,
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‘wanted, particularly mopse. Othor comuents were very sound, and

WWISHED I, HaD HAD . . o .f

fhen evaders were qucstioned after arriving under allied

control, one type of information desired was commants on escape
kits and purscs, In most cascs this informetion was included on one

form but a number of cvaders mido souc conments about specific itenmg

in their cvasion narrative, lany of the comuents werc made withou

a realization of tho difficulties involved in producing what they

othois were purcly personal taking nothing into account concerning
the overall.tastos and vicwpoints of other men. In ordexr to
simplify presentation, comncnts arc listed, not nccessarily in
order of tines mentioneds
1. Borders of silk uscape maps should be printed with
’ phrases of the languagcs used by pcople in the

countries shown on the mape

' 2. Bonaadrine and wator purificr tablots should be placed
in & erush proof containere

3. "The maps cover too much territory and hence lack nccess
dotail, Identifying detail and features are highly
importonte®

4e "There should be maps for every country along tho route. |
Maps are not detailed onough, making it very diffi- i3
cult to find one's exaet location,” ‘
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94

10,

A1,

. 12.

13.

14,

15.

16,

17,

13,
19.
20,

21,

"The maps were not detailod cnough as to clcvation, Y
direcction ar ro¢ds, und milcage botween points.!

R¢bbor pouch ohould have stoppcr as water spills out
vhem. aveder 1s walking or crawling. -

MInprove the quality of tho compasscsa.. .The nsedloes
. gre‘inclincd to stick to tho glass top, rendering
thom useloss,"

Horllcks tahlots good for tradlng to natlvcs who
likcd candy.

Garanel bar left be d tastc in mouth, was also thirste

provohlng.

Bllls or nongy should bo furnishod in small denomina.-
tions, Large apounts attract attention,

Escape k;ts should be)inspccted frequently.

Rubber wotor bogs can be used to cover feet to prevent
freesinge

Sugar or doxtrosc pills should be added to kit
Gold coins shouldvbo substituted for Anerican money, ’

“Inoorporutlng Q. coupass Lh&t is & composs, Five other
men and nysclf together, and of the six compasses
we had,  only two were. usable,... Four of those compasscs
worc out ags much as 90° and 1lgh+ Juot as well not
- have boon there at all" - T he

Sulphathimol chewing gum should be 1ncludcd to relicvo
sore - throats AN
4 separatc harness should be provided for oscape kit in
case of bail-oubt over water, as it was ocustomary
to drop both chute and harness before hitting the
Watber: :

Corry toilct papor.
Escapo kits shbuld be ""terproofod. [

Garry 1nauct powder.

A chupstlck is dunlrable to relieve w1nd burns,




234

Rhe.

254
26,

274

28,
29
30.

31
32,

33,

34e
35.
36.

37.
38,

‘liatches in kits should be waterproofed,

"The neck of the water bottle should be larger so
‘ if one's hands are burned, onc can put salt in
the water and put them in ita®

>Include tube of 01ntmont for burns.

Sow two compasses in flying clothing, You noced to
know direction in.which to walk,

Carry extra cigarcttos, You can trade wmorican cigarott
almost anywhere in the world,

Include a razor and blades. ‘In a country where pcople
- are clean shaven o bearded man will arouse suspicion

‘

"The aids box was invaluable. I used the compass all
the way through France and over the Pyrcnees, 4ll
‘evaders :should bo furnished with phrase cards, Th
should try to adopt the swall habits and custons o

* the country in which they arc evading."

"I used the sowing kit, compass, adhcsive tape, and the
halazone and benzadrine tablets; the last two wore
cspecially helpful in the mountains,™

Addiﬁion of tooth brush to aid kit Would”be helpful,

Instructions should be flrmly attached “to all items in
- kits, :

Kni::e_shéuld bo added to kit,

Eisinfoctunt solvent for water should be added to kit
for the washing of wounds and vermin,

Phrases cxplaining medical noods should be placed on
language cards,

Mo:e halezone tablets,

Plastic water bottle shone in sunlight and attracted
too nuch attentlon.

thw1ng gun good as tblrbt gquencher,

adhesive tape uscd in kits no goods
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394 Poanut bar in kit often stale, Whon good aroused thirst.
40, Inelude aspirin in kit,

4ls Hido empty containers so 2s not to leave trail,
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VI

MUM!S THE WORD

From the amount of information which the Germans derived

from American soldiers during the late war, it may be deduccd

that most of our soldiers werc not very security conscious.

it various tines documents were capturcd which listed the amount
of information and the different types of information which our
airmen gave during interrogation at Dulag Luf't, For all intcnts

and purposes practically nothing was withhcld.

There arc probably two gocd rcasons fof this state of
affairs, The first stems from the fact that the american govermnmel

(and the British) aid such a good job of convincing our airmen that

the Germans were brutal 2nd would resort to physical torture, that%
many men talked from fear, Hod the Germans boen forcgd to use forgl
in extracting information, they might have done so. Circumstances
pfoved, however, thot americans were quite willing to divulge
military information without any resort to physical punishment
other than solitary confincmente

vThe'other reason, which is closely‘alliod to the first, is
that on the basis of intelligence available, the authoritics did i

i

an extrcmely poor job of telling the soldier ecxactly what he 3
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could expeet, It did a poor job of tolling him the nuacrous

mcthods thorﬁgpmans would use to worm information from him, It did g

a poor gob of Qonv1nc1n9 him that security was needod.

In E&& work the ‘rosults of loose talklng and loosc acting
werc of'ten more qulckly apparent than under ordlnﬂry condltlons.
It was often difficult for a soldier two thousand miles behind
tho.front to ViSualiZe how anythiné that ho might say @ould bao
translated into the loss of iifo ﬁithin a natter of hours, Many
evaders, howover;'had a éhénco‘to seo the Gestapo in action, 4n
illustration of this sort of thing is fu'mis'hed by the young man
who bccame tired of staying in tho ‘Toon to which he hﬂd been assigned,
He waelkod outside and was'soon by some one who told, Four peoplc
in the housc worc shot ana thirtj‘pmoplo from the neighﬁorhood,
incluﬁing womoﬁ; were sent to concehtratidn campsSe

Good socurity began with the individwal crow member at

‘his takc-off basc prior to oporations, During the war intelligonce

officérs’ihétructod men to cmpty their pockets of all papers oxcept
for certain prescribed idontificétioﬂ items, Thc iden bohind this
precuution was that the cnemy ﬁlvht gdln valuablc.information from
notus tdkcn at briuflngs, frou lcbtbrs, or practlcally anything
that a man might carry on his person, )

in example of how usoful smell bits of information might bo
iélavailablo in tho rcdords of ﬁén we capturcds On 30 April 1940,

an HE 111 crashed in England at Glacton, tho first aireraft of
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thouDht would be of great value, Unfortunatcly, howevcr, ag the

' he had scnt to his Wlio, with tho nark of the 1ssu1ng post office

hour or two of his tako-off tie, thcl, 1t was rove&led, was a

" German pllot foared that in case he did not roturn to bise the

adautant or pcroonal cifocts offlcor would send the lottsrs hone to

his wifce, 4t any rato tho lotters Were tradod back to the pilot,

any type to crash with nincs on bolrd. whyn an adOTlCun 1ntbrrogat%
officor rcachcd thg sconc of the crash he was handed, by the Army

guard, a vory lovely loﬂthor casc fﬁll of naps, whlch the guard

maps had no tracks marked on them they wore of no use at all, but,ﬂ

the pocket Book of theo pllot was the counterfoil of a postal ordar'

The name of thu poot offlcc WS Aotol, tho duy of issuc wag

30 npril 1940, and thp tluo 1)30 houru, in othor wordu, ulthln an

snall tom about three miles from Marx, which confirmed intelligencg

>suspicions that the uﬁitzwas K.G..26, and thot it was from Marx tha
this ﬁine-laying unit was 6perating. The lnfoertlon was pdSde on
to thé Bbmber Commahd, which paid the town a visit,
.’Iu enother case a scanlior wncl Vury nuch married G.a.F, pilot
arrived in Englond wlth thirty lctters from a girl friend, Aside
froﬁ having considcrahle literary morit, heavily churgcd with

passion, the letters hed other int orostlnr oup cta. Evidently the

one by onc, for sone vcrv dnblrablc lnformatlon.

The samc procodurc was fQIlo cd whcn a German pilot landed

‘1n Englana uuQ a SLQTCh rcvoalcd a brothel stub in hlS pockct. §

24




N interrogat

the guard
cry, as the

2t all, but

roi karx tha

18 passcd on

‘I.A.F. pilot :

de dside
with
dently the
3¢ the

3rs houe t

12 pilot,

ot landed

cket,

_chain,

It was determined that tho officer .was married and the bréthOl
stub was traded ba@k_to hin for désirabin nilitary infornation,

Durihg.tho‘¢ar1y part of our parbicibaﬁion ip the war,
air érows‘ﬁcfc given1thd nenes of poréonﬁcl thby.could contact
in‘casé_thoy werc forced down, If this.}ﬁformapion was written
down during briocfings or lator and the inéividugi wes dapturcd,
tho bllics 1o§§”anothgr link ih’thair cvacuation and intelligenco
In many cascs the people who assisted in cvasion wero

natives of Frapce, Ipaly, Gernany, Jugosluavia, or wamtever

particular country the mon happoned to be flying over. In other

instances the men were dnorieans or Englishmon infiltrated or
parachuted inte cnemy linus for tho express purposc of assisting
cvaders, In order for such .n organization to function, it was of

the ubtnost iuportance that the idontity of thoso individunls be

>.protcctcd atyall coste so that tho route could romain open for

future cvaders,
I% is not hard to visualize whot happened to those mon in

the,undcrgrouﬁdhwhcn the Gostapo got hold of them, In April of 1943,

two crow members of a B-24 parachubed ncar Reims, Erances Thoy had

boen instructed to contact a cortain Frenchmon who ran a winc shop
in Reiuge These two men proeccded down the strects of Redms, inquire

ing of different pgopla whore they could find the shop of lonsicur

. After thoy finally arrivod thoy found that tho monsiour

had been taken into custody by the Gestopo because of suspicions
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apoused after scveral strangers had openly inguired as to the

location of hisshops, The wine norchant was nover heard fron

. again,
In many -cases our airmen wore contactcd by the Fronch undaop,
+ - ground imnediately upon landing or .soon thercaftors - They werc they
takon to the home of éomo family and in many instances remained with]
this particular family for some tluc,  Some families were continual
afraid aslong as an aucrican remained on the preniscs, whilé_others
took grect pride in‘thQir protegefs presence and were ofteon tempted
to:show‘him off to the éﬁtire village, Such efforﬁs Wors diSe
couraged by the nore discorning ovaders, The sore people who know
of his whcrcabouts,‘fhe less iikelihood he had of successful evasia
In somc'cégés'ﬁhé-airmcn showed littlc rcspeet for tho
plight of their hosts and invited neighbors in for parties, One
or two Fronchmen reported that their homes were practicglly domoliﬂh,
28 8 result of such actions; and in une instance near ‘tho Spqnish .
boeder the owner of the housc turncd the airan in to the policc,
‘He was afraid thet with so nany people knowing that he had dvadorS':
sone. one would talk and he would be persecuted or killed,
. u _During his sojourn.with = fauily or fanilies the cvador ofmﬁ
found tiat nenbers of the family were intensely curious about his |
entire lifec and carecr, .Considering that the fardily was risking
its existence in harboring hiii, the.cvador often found it @ifficult
bo resist answoring 2ll questions put to hin, In thchQVQnt,_howevcry

that the Gostapo got on his treil, it was to his advantege tc have
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the fanily know as little ag possiblc about wherc he had been and
“where he was going,

Sinilarly, it was best for the cvader to make a concentratod
effort to forget the names of all persons whom he had becn associated
with during cvasion, Men were cautioned never to ask for names. lerne

“bors of an underground organization werc intensely suspicious of ien
who asked for names and hiore particularly of nen who went around
asking pcople if thoy know how the underground could be contacted,
Very often the ‘Germans dropped bogus . evadors in anerican uniforns
for the purpose of'ferreting out undergroﬁnd personnel, aAnerican
airnen werc instructed to let the underground come to theiiy, never to
ask ‘namcs, ‘and never to ask to be taken to the underground, In onc
¢ase the GAF dropped two nen in RiF uniforns wﬁo inquired about

the underground, 4s a result of the inforimtion which they were

' given fifty decoived helpors werce shot ang their fanilics deported

to Germany;
Normally, members of the underground and ordinary familics

wore very udcpt at eovering the trqll of antevader. Often, however,

the evader succumbod to temptatlon end to the entreaties of his new

frlcnds and left souvenirs ag a menento of his visit; If those

were dlsplayeu to friends thoy left o trall that was casy to follow,

and, very oftcn thc evader later on nud reason to hluh that ho hag
not been so froo in dishing out thﬂ contents of hlS cva31on kit

1
a8 souvenip ltbmu.

1One 055 agont was picked up by the Gestapo after a
Gestapo agent noticed a Fronch kid cating an ancrican chocolate bar,
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If, upon lcaving a safe refuge, the cvader was given o

drawn nap to indicatc his coursc of “travel, the best proeedure Wy
to memorize thc map and then destroy it, - If he did decide to

carry it, he was instructed to moke sure that nothing indiecated

his point of origin, In case of capiure it would be relatively
casy to trace back on the chart to the neighborhood where the maﬁ
waé drawn, Similafly,'men were instructed never to draw on any ’
" map the route or routes to be taken,
aftor being contacted by an organigzetion the evader had t

travel to safe tcrrltory. This usually involved a lot of walking

but often part of the distance was covered on & bicyele, possibly
in a car, but more frequently on a train (in Prance particularlyy
In any case the evader had to make up his mind either to trust
himself 1np11c1tly in the hands of the helper or clse to leave th
organization and procecd along on his ovwne Occasionally, a helpe;
would go off the beam as the following acecount illustrates,

Shortly after this episode I bad an rendezvous with my
helper at o cafe, VWhen I joined him I was surprised to find
hin quite high and boasting to seven Germoen ‘soldiers that ho
had a friend who spoke perfect Englishe Before I could get

~awey he hailed me. Onc of the Germans spoke English, and
nothing would do, it scemed, but that he nust ncet me, I trlcd;
to oxcuse myseclf, but he insisted that they should all comc back
to the apartiment for o drink and a talk, and I had to risk it.

Upon inguiry the Gostapo agcnt foanA out +ho nane nf the nan who

had furnished the cliocolate, The mon was quostioned and his story

wag plausible, but he deeided to lCuVC tho area bechusc the
i Gestapo men suspected hirm,




He spoke cxeollent English, I spokc as poorly as possible
and threw in all the Fronch I knew, We talked for forty-five
minutos and it wont over very wells I triod hard to be funny,
and told him he wzs the only Englishman I had cver liked,

" whereupon he put his arus cround me and gove me threc packages
of cigarcttes, '

Onc German spoke good French, however, and grow suspicious
of my Fronch, 4 big argument bogan betweon the English-spcaking
and Froneh-speaking Germons as o my nationality, whilc I made
belicve to be very drunk, The suspicious onc spotted my air
Corps watgh, but I convirced the other that I had beaten an
4l1icd cirmon up and token his wateh, Thoy approved oy action
but insistcd on peving the watchs I held out for a trade and
got & Gorman wotch in cxchanges Beforo tho argument cndod,
the suspicious Goerman demanded my idontification cords I had
one, but it stated that I was doaf and dumb, This information
was on tho last linc, so I kopt my thumb over it, ond was
drunkonly quarrelsonc when onc tried to take tho card from ny

of walking' _ hande The card convinced the English-specking German, o2nd the
.~ wholc scenc so sobered my friend that he quickly got the lot out
of tho apartimcnte : .

indieateq

zlatively -

\W on any

Casés of this type wore oxtremely ToTrcs On the othor hand
there wore many Americans who did foolish things. Consider the

casc of the pilot who wos downcd in Italy, He was pleked up by

an Italian family and plccod in hidinge Duc to an injury he was
unable to move by himsclf and hed to remain in hiding for some
tines . Tiring of his enforced inactivity ond inability to return
to Allied lines, hc sent en Italien through the German lines to the
Amcricahs.‘ In order, he'thoﬁght, to make surc that the dmericans
would come look for him he gave the Italion a diary which he had

beon kecping, This diary gave the nomes of all individuals who had

" helped him, including the local doctor, Had this information fallen
into Geriian hands, undoubtedly all of the people mentioned would

have boen liquidqted. After his roturn to amoricen control the
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channcls in order to turn up regulor underground organizaticns ang
i B .

. of the local pubs to pry inforuation out of évaders. Ee had plonty
-used by evaders coning into Spein,
“neutral country such as Spain, Switzerland, or Sweden werc

.cautioned o talk to no one about their expericnces cxcept the

~anerican wuilitery attachee Thoy could contact any american official

officer was recomuended for courts martial action beccuse of a
L S
broach of security,.
In traveling by train the evader was often accompenied
by one or nore helpers, In the event that police or Gestapo

agents scarched thé train, it was impefativo-th&t tho evader did.

lnot revéal in any way that ko wos tfaveling'with anyone.

,Likewisé, if ah ovader was walkiﬁg dowh o stroct and was
accostod by the police, ho‘yas instructed to insist that he was
alonce -

In many instanccs the Gernons set up bogus underzround

to extradt militory information from evaders. Thesce were usually
-recognized by the opcnness with which they traveled, the casc wit,
which they bought off police, good food, and 2 desire for inforiati

4% Lisbon the Gerians kept on Irishman on duty at all tines in on
o : . it .

of uoney, posed as cn cvader, and attenpted to find out the route

-

licn who cvaded one of the ocecupied countries and cntcred ai

1 ‘ Co
Ironically enough, the officer stated after his breach of
sceurity, "I would have sont ny dog.tags with.this nan but you know
the rulcs,"
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for help, bat in Spaln pav-t:t.c Ilur.l.f it wos bc::t not *o make theie

selves known wntil in the hends of our own uuth()"ltlus. dony
Spanish police ang, d.'i.pl(.}u tic Uff.L(‘lu.lS were in the caployment of
the Goerman govermcont and tried tu find O!,_l‘t from cvaders the routss
and personnel they had used in éoming across the border, IThe suane
Awas truc of all ncutral countrics in which our moﬁ WG e

airnen vho were f orced to land ir &ovzot torritory wore
instructed o signal their reacefud interbions before landin:,
After this vas done they cou,;l rard ard requost rctu:&n %o dncrican
controls If the Russiang acked for x*lJ:*""y information, our uen
were to indleate thot, ﬂ-ev were not o _ic)wo' Lo NEReTe AR e cossa
where they were grostloned our nou reporbod no diff:.c‘.ﬁ.ltv visk thoe
Russians whon they refussd +o aﬁe’swor» Ihe Fua‘é n" resneched non
wito did nois tallte

Tolkiog fhen C. rhared o

It nuss be rocenktoved “hod on Jc ;‘.at - wne Joth slides

r§

y o
{]

apidsd fodrly clo-:soly vo thwe ruloe or the Gonova Convention oo fer

as the roatuant of erony prisoners of wor wig concornc » rortisvloxly

Air Force priLorars of war.  with bt fow e::ccpti.oms foreille neasures
wero rot refovted to in thr quesiionin f\F prisoncrse An realisy

there was no azeoualy for thic since ost of the nen talked froelv.

To encoavagc tale nt tho JOTRONS c.z;d t NG .A,J.lios cupioved o runber

unjeetad to two intervesotions,

n

(‘enl,r 13 1ly, an airmen was

The <irst ore came as scon a5 he was picked up A wag merely o J i;




‘1ng by a skilled 1ntcrroaator bccuusc they were not nentally

- inducing the individual to telk,

'prlsoners of war were concerned). Here the prisoner night be

,by ukllled men who uuualTy succecded in Obtdlnlnﬁ the inforiation

prelinminary questioning for inforuation of imucdiate valuce If

chances of his talking wore very good, Knowingly or unknowingly

rnost airmen were in & state of shock or nervous reaction whon th y

léndcd.- it this tl.c they were purtlcularly vulnerable to quost

preparcd for what had happencd to then. Thc prlsoner had likely
heard atrocity stories about the eneny and was fearful of what 12ight:

happen to hin, The interrogator naturally played upon such fear

If physical punishnent other than confinenent wos adminis.
tercd it usually came at this level of 1ntorrogatlun. Men vho ‘
WoIe plcked up by units in the field, purtlculﬂrly those wnits that
hagd Just suffored a bonbing or strafing attack, wero ofton treatedw
with loss than loving carc, | :

at thc Dulag Luft, howofer, prlsoners werc treated with

nuch morc flnesse. No authontlcated casos have beon recorded of

prlooncrs bolng °ub3cctod to VlOluHCO (ot 10<s so far as Anoricanfg

uubaected to solitory confinenent or he ndg ht get the lavish treuu—é

nent whlch 1ncluded w1n1ng and olnlng. Interrogatlon was conﬂun*@d»

they d081red, often without tho knowledge of thc prlsoner.
Men ‘who appearcd ocared were glvon the threat treatment,

in exanplc of this followss
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Three Hen were narched into a roou where theye wore half
@ dozen supér tough Gestapo Storm Troopers and at a dosk was
an evil locking bully, He said in very harsh tones, "ou
have inforuation that tho,Reich nust haves It is unfortunate,
but the Gestapo can eng will stop 2t nothing to get the answers
to ny questions.! He would then ask several questions in row
gard to the perfornance of aircraft, the composition of units,
and say to the first ian, "I give you one minute to answer the
questions If you do not answer it, the firing squad has orders
to take you out ond shoot yous" There was then a tensc minute
of silenses The first oirnman, heving not answered, was then
led away, cnd a volley rang out, The gunrds returned and ade
their.report. The agent sitting at the desk then said in a
‘netallic voice, "Gentlenen, one of your courades has paid the
price of his folly, Wwe will now give the sceond ien a chance
to nake up his ind," The sanc arsma was then reoinacted, Tho
interrogator thon turned to the last nan and said, "Lieutenant,
your two conrades have paid for thoir obstinate stupidity with
their lives, I hope you will observe that there is no .crican
here to be a witness to the fact that you have given us uilitary
infornation, "

Unlessvthe third nan had an cxtraordinary anount of intestinal
fortitude, he was likely %o give the jnformation.

The usual't:ick which the interrogators played on prisoners
was to gep thet o talking about anythinz, Officers fell for this
Hore then onlisted men bocause uany felt that their intclloct was
sﬁporior to that of thc interrogator and ﬁhat they could distinguish
betweon nilitary and non-nilitary inforﬁatiqn. By asswiing this,
the officers played diréctly into the hands of the. interrogators and
once -they had started talking the interrogators got overything they
wanted, How sqall-pieces of information ﬁhich appear harmless oy
bo used to advantage is illustratod by the following storys

4nother priéonor, who was rather niore sceurity ninded

“told us that his Squadron Cormander (whose nane he refuscd
%0 give us) wos in a spot of trouble, all on account of the
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for qucstions that hé could answer.

-to kiow why our fighter pilots werc using white tracers iixud
‘nicoly, given good food, cigarottis, ploasant quartors, and allowed
‘made no attenpt to injoet nilitary matters into the “conversation
which the officer carried for GSCape purposcs, .

futhe interrogator, was roédy to find out what he wanted to know, .

beautiful wifc of the locel landowner. The landowner wont
off for o fortnight and the Squadron Cowmiander scized the :
opportunity and took Frau-schmidt out for a party onc night, .
He took scrvice transport without leave, and a very good .
“tiue was hod by all until about four e.n, . Unfortunately for .
hin, on the way houe he succceded in wrapping the car and -
Frau Schuidt around a troc, with the result thot not only wag’
he going to faco a eourt ..artial for using servico trensport,
but he 2lso had Herr Schaidt to deal with, well, that was
duly rccorded, and @ fow weeks lator an aircraf't was shot Jdown
with an officer who we had rcason to-suspect was the C.0. of i
this unit, When he wes interrogated the first question he wag
asked was whother he had had that awkward intcrvicw with kr, .o
Schiidt, His facs gave away the fact that he was indocd the
C.0. o o

LY

with his»composdroibrokcn thiS'Offich was then ready to be softcn@

4% one ti.e during the war the Gornans were vory anxious

with ordinary tracers, . an officcr was capturcd who the Germans

thought had tho answer to the quostion.’ This officer was treated
to walk over tho prisqn'camp with his interrogator, . The interrogat&
until two or thrce days had gone by and the officor wds thrown off i
his guard, MNéanwhile, other Dulag Luft personnel had idontificd

the group frou which the wiierienn officer had couc by the photograph

- arned with this infornation, plus detailed inforuation

about ‘niwibors of ‘the group and physienl facilitics at tho group,

He introduccd the information into the conversation and astounded
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his prisoncr with the corrcetness and minute detail of his
knowlngo. Then he casuclly stated, "It's too bad you ducricans
are runnins out of tracers and have to use white budlots, !t

"0h we'ro not out," bossted the ancrican, proud of the
production nachine behing hin, "ue nerely use those to lot the

other pilots know whieh planc we intend to attack," After talking

with the prisoner for a short whilg longer tho interrogator disrissed

hiz wnd the prisoncr stil] felt that he had not divulged ony

military information,

.Prohably tho most usefuyl do&icc of any for taking a

prisorer talk was the solitary cell, sost airerew nicubers were
S young nien 2ccustonied to loading an active life, The forced inactivity
of solitary confinenent goon palled on then ang they were quite

1ge inforiation for freodon, The attitude of

the confined prisoner has never beeon bottor oxpressed than by that

naster of English prose Winston Churchill,t

Frisoner of war! That is the least unfortunate kind of
prisonar to be, but it ig nuvertholoss a Leloncholy state,
You are in the power of your enony., You owe your 1ife to his
husanity, ang your daily brend 4o hig colpassion. You ..ust
obey hig Oruers, go where ho tells you, stay where you are
bid, await his pleasure, possess Jour soul in poticnce, Neane
while the war ig goilng on, great evenis are in progress, fine.
opportunities for aetion and adventure are slipping away,
tho days spg very long, Hours crawl like
Nothing anuses you, 'Rcading is'difficult, writing impossible,
Life is ong long boredou frow: dawn till slusber,

foreover, the wholc atmosphere of prison, cven the nost

180
paralytic centipedos.

%Churchill, dinston S,, u Roving Comdssion, New York:
Charles Seribner! s Sons, 1942, ‘whilc a hewspipor reporter, Lir,
Churchill was capturcd by the Boers during the Boer war,
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cesy and bost repulated prison, is odious., . . « If you
havo nover boen under restraint befors and never known what

it was to be & -captive, you fucl a sense of constant huiilia. |

tion in being confincd $0 o uarrow spice, fenced in by railing
and wire, watchod by armod wuen, and webbod éboat with a tongle
of regulations and restricticrss o
Dark moods cone casily seross the mind of a prisorers 0Of ¢
course if he is kept on very low diet, chalncd in & cungoon,
deprived of. light and plunged into solitude, his moods only
natter to hiuselfs o o o o -

The ﬁumb r of ruses ovnd tcchnlqu0u uscd by skilluﬂ intor-
rogators to acke o prlgoncr t41k was lisited unly by their
inagination, By 1944 the Gernons na@‘had enough experience to
becoi.c cxtremely versed in tho,a@t uﬁd &8 tho war wont dncreasingly

ainst theu ﬁﬁey rodéublcd ?hcir offorts to obtain infornation fro

prisoncrie

That their effortg were uuccessful was attested by docusentd

apturoq bhoulng the infori tion obtaihed froii prisoners. During
tho surtser of 1944 tho Allies picked up & Dulag Luft docuient that
l¢otcd the rusults of 1ntorrova,1un of 112 aircraft crews -- €9 USL
21 RiF, and 2 RCAF. Exoiiples of the kind of information derived
from those crews £ollows
» le aPaof _ ____ bdguadron told his interrogotor that the
- Liborator aF wis to be withdrawn fron tho USwiF, Thoe chief
new type wes the J, about which no pilntS‘hvre“cnthusiastic.
It wes difficult to l%nd because of trining difficuliics; tho

’ new,nooctturret WS uugh pvacr t‘wA in the olu types, otc.

e & -VEryY: cxporlcrccg and tleFtAVO Cﬁﬁudl n pilot of

USawF Squodron was full of praisc for the P-51, so nuch so tha t'

. Duleg.Luft was 2ble to produce three and oncehilf pages of detal

Jintelligence on the subjoct.of this aireraft alonc. - The Gornans |
at this tiic were particularly anxious to know tho vaxizun rango'

'L;_0¢ the Mustang, - This pilot lind recently,:os it hoppened, tested)
;full} thie range of this oirceraft, He told his intorrogator

3
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£ you

own what
nt husilia.
I by railing
ith a tangle

the, tiiic, height, boost used and spoed of this nireraft at
~all stagos auring his long range flight, Ho also Geseribod the
fightor tueties of the Mustong on cscort and coupsred its
flying cheracteristics with the Spitfire, .
lsoner, of ‘

¢ dungeon, 3. In Harch of 1944 2 erow.of o Fortress Squadron revealed

05 only - - all tho suorcts .of 'Stinky' und "Nicky,' and various officors
E of ___ = Group shot cdown in april 1944 conpared for the Gernons

the nerits of the H2S and licddo systens, It alsc crierged that
~efferts wote being bede to provide cach Bouber Group with its
own P.F. squadron, 4 consolicated report of the saie wonth

led intop.

sir - ' : went into nore detail about licddo, the 'Heorote! and 'Near weope, !
£ the "Snoop Coicra," so thet the Gemaus were in no Jdoubb as to

mee to

|
how thoy werc giployeds A ,

4o & Pu of o Fortress Squadron stated that the forn of
attack most fearcd was from in front froo 1200 feet higher,
because only the top turret cowdd then coe into action.

hereagingly |

rnation frog.
on analysis of tho nost colr.on nethods used to ke a

. ' s 1
W docuents prisoner talk is given below,

1. otinulate ﬁgtuf?l desire of reople to talk, hiost

people have o notural tendency for tedking and answoring

questions,  #The prisoner 28w 18 no different and the

recsons for this iuy be listed.as followss

During

sent that

a. Interest in oneself,

b, Liking of other's interest in oncself,

Ce « desire to i .press. cthers by what ono knows,
de 4 dosire to ploase, ‘ :

e Seui-roflex habit of talking,

-, 2+ Questioning prisoner about hiself, what ke has
suffered cnd what Lis in..ediate needs zore,

. 3e . Bost priscners hrc‘unfamiliurwwith,the.Gon&v& Conventiocn
pPX L6 Mlitdind - L

and their rights under the rules of warfare end through fear

of & ... of whet any happen to then will talk whon threats, cither oral
So that or Liplied, aro made, . 7 S e

of detai

> Germans
Wi range
{, teo sted
tor

s

R lThis suwirary was taken fron. Mair Lochnical Intelligence
Interrogation kianual,® prepared by wir fochiiieal Intelligonce

. Operations Section, Collcetion SorVicosrDivision,llntolligcnco
Departuent, wright-Patterson air ¥oreco Basc, Dayton, Ohioc. Verbati
parts arc indicited. by’ quotation LArkKS, v

e

;‘\//
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i ' 7. "uhen the prisoner is caught in the cet of lying

yi he knows, If the prisoner lies, he¢ lics in a cluasy nanner

4n attonpt to make the priSUﬂcr r¢lex by the interrogator
showing a personal intcrcst in hin,

5. -Reprimand for lack of wiilitary courtesy. The inter
roegntor notices soue rcal or fancied violation of military
courtesy @nd by reprimand hopcs to induce the priscner to tulk
and defond hinself against the charge,

€., "The intcrropator introduces doubts in the prisoncr!s
uind regarding the coause his country is fighting for, the olli
of his country, and the politicel parties within his country.

M4 good ‘exalple of this technique was used during

JWorld War 1I whereby the English prisoner was treated to a
I colorful picturs of the relationship between auierican troops
g and English woren, . sierican prisoners, in turn, were shomn
werld neps sploshed with;the red-of the British Eopirc and
were told that thoy were flghtlng not for thulr cauntrg but to
preserve Englund." :

and this is brought to his attention, he usually wcts like
a schoolboy who was caught breaking rules, and will revezl all

which can readily be detectod., Secendly, those lies r~re based
on an ignorance of the systen of interrogation and the cnount
of infor-ation already known to the interrogator, st the
nonent be is caughﬁ lying, the prisoncr becoiics so insccure
and pliable that he tells niuch riore thin he would heve if he
had not tteuptcd to tell o licl"

'8+ "The interrogator convincces the prisoncr that he
cannot roveal or betray anything os overything is already
known and that the quebtiuns only serve to satisfy the curiosity
of the 'higher-ups.! The interrogator stresses that he is ¢
vietiz of red tape thet prevails on both sidess”

9. The interrogator attoupts to bait the prisoner into
talking by telling hii he really knows nothing ond that is
I , C "~ the ruason for not talking. when the prisoner attompbs to
defend hinself he falls into the hunds of the interrogator.
10. Symputhy towards a-prisoner's wounds, his wife and
chilcdren and family at houe, a sympathetic understanding for
his plight, & show of indigration ¢t his plight, cnything to
ncke the prisoner feel that the intcrrogator is his friend,

11, - Interrogator stands ‘behind. cuzzllng light and questions
prlboncr. This may continuc for some tine with the prisoncr :
being questioned by relays of 1nterrobutors. :

!
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12. The prisoncr is tolu that nunme, rank, ond serial
nunber are not sufficicnt identifieation, that therc are spies
and. saboteli¥s loosec and that unless he can cstablish positive
identification he will be classed as a spy.

13. Interrosa tor will roveal confidenticl or secrct
informutlon.about his own country in order to get the sace
type of infornation from the prisoncr,

14. Bribery. This nay teke the form of proniscs -- to >
koop crew nenbers together, to get better treatuent for prisoner,
botter food, or cny nuiber of things., Or, it .oy toke the
form of cigarcttes, more liberties, supcrior tructnoent, cte,

15, The pr¢boncr is inforued that hu really isn't rovealing

_angthlng new sineco bl& own conrades have already talked. The

interrogator theh reveals inforiation allegedly received fro::
the prisoner!s conrndes and urges the prisoner to talk,

16, Prisoncr is told that after copture the security
regulstions of his country no longer apply, that the wer is
over for hin, and that he is no longer obligated to keep qulet
about what he knOWo.,

17. Prisoncr is trected with cxtreme kindness. BHe is given

i

excelicnt iOwQ unﬁ drlnk, probubl) w1ll uine w1th tlc 1nter-
under the inilugncovoi goo; Lro’*ront.

18, Prisonor is cccused of violating the international rules
of warfare by bombing non.military ty~gots, Unless he can
furnish pOolthO proof that he did not participate in such
action he will be tried for war crincs,

19. Threzten to turn prisoncr over to underground or native
populvcc that has beon boizboed,

20, Thrcaten to :otlfy the prisonor’é country that he is
a traitor, T '

21. "Bring pressurc to bear by telling prisoner that the life
of one of his courades deponds on what inforiction the prisoner
will offer to properly identify his conrades,

22."Solitar3 COnfineaeﬁt,v

&

It oy readily be deduced from reading this swuiery that the

nain efforts of the interrogators were directod toward getting the

_




prisoner to talk about apything, They did not expeet him to

start spouting militery inforuction like an cutonaton but knew

that onco ho started talklng, even about the wost triviel afiairs
tho rest was Just a matter of course,
The antidoto to 211 this was to give. only nane, ronk, and -
serial'numbcr. MOut skilled 1ntcrrogutors agreod that this was
tho_only way a éoldior could kucp from disclosing nilitery inforuag
tion. If he stuck to the routinc nane, rank, ond scrial number, ’
or somcthing similar, tho interrogator found hin hard to crack,
To bo succossful in this the pfisonér had to be corfoct at all
‘timos in his attitude toward_his:édptbré. It Hu,failed to salute
and offor otheor Llllt&ry court081gs he laid b¢ipulf liablc to

disciplinary punishkment which would weaken his power to resist.

If the prisoucr discloscd inforuation about E4E activitios,

he jcopardized not only the men who nlght comc aftor hi: but tho
lives of thovo paoplc actively pnbawca in ungorground worke In
soric arcas if onc indivicdual was compromised the Allios had diffi-
culty in cvacuating cvaders through that arca, In stratogic spots

such as the Bronner Pass it was obvious that only a linited numbor

of pedplo could be uscd and that if these wore killed and the other |

natives were scarcd, the task of assisting cvaders through boeanc

an impossibility.

Likcwisc if tho prisoncr discloscd nilitary inforiation

|
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the war was likely to be prolonged, Onc intclligoence officer
has cstinated that the war in Europo was prolonged six months by

virtuc of the information which our prisoncrs gave to the Gernanse

A%
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" coordinated actions represented a great formless movement that was in

Vil

ThHERE WILL ALwaYS BE AN UNDERGROUND

45 the Germans moved into the different countries of Europe, |
either as congquerors or as brothers, resistunce .on the part of the
native populations appeared. With no outside or inside agencies to

direct the activities of individuals who felt like resisting, resistamn

took many forms. An old man, scarcely knowing what he was doing, picke
up a rifle from a fallen soldier and fired at a German, a4nother cau.i
tiously dropped sand into the gas tank of a German vehicle, Ahnother

assisted a wounded soldier to escape from his pursuers. These un-

evidence all over occupied Europe., Like a newly born child its efforts ‘
were mere gropings aiﬁed in no partiéular direction,
To evaders and escaperé this movement had a great signiticances
It mcant that from the time a country was occupied, from the first day.
the attack began, they could expect help from the native population.
All of the natives of courso would not render aid. Some would be
afraid, -seme would not he sympathetic, and sowms would not have the
means at their disposal to be of any holp,. But, there were some who

were not only willing, they wereo abloe
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It is a common axiom in this country that "Politics makes
strange bedfelléws‘" The German'aﬁtempt to oxtond Nazi control over
all kurope mééo e#en stranger bedfelloﬁs oh the Continent, In gencral
resistance was pﬁdmptéd by’two mbtiVatioﬁs, political and religious
‘(aside from beihg anti;Germén}. |

The largest political force throughout Europe was Communism,

‘ 4lthough the Comiﬁﬁorn was suppbsedly diSSOIVed, activitiésvwhich had

proviously been atbtributed to this organiéation could be detected in
gvery country, In Yugoélavia and Alﬁania, andiéther countfies in the
Balkans, the Communiatévémérged ag Partisans.' In France, Belgium,
Holland, Germany, Austrla, and Luxunbourg, ﬁhe Communists Jjoined the
Underground and fought alongside Cathollcs, 5cws, and others, liany
of the Communlsts were nationalistic in their outlook, whilc some

lookcd to moscow for guldan

In addltlon to the unlfylng 1nflucnce of Communism +herc were
other pOllulCQl forces at Work. Every country had its opp051tlon
party, .A31de from tho ong common.aim of driving thé Germans'out, these
partics often ﬁad little in comuon, In‘France, for example, it has
been estimated fhat.there wére:at least fifty different political
factions representing that ﬁany differcnt views,

; In the Balkans tho situation ﬁas_almost as complicated, Somc
Wwere pro-German and anti-éussién; Somc.were pfo;Russian and anti-English,

Some werg Dro_Lngllsh and antl-Partlsan. Affairs in thc Balkans were
compllcated by the nany difforent nutlonalltlog, most of whom had
polltlcal asplratlons whlch led to 1ndcppndencu. It had nover been

difficult to stir theso people into becoming anti;administfétion.
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Catholicis, like Communism, Lxcreiscd a unifying influcnce
a1l over Burope, #ith but fow cxceptions evaders, GSCapers, members

of thc undergrouad, and others in disfavor with the administration

could count on receiving aid from Cathollc DrlOStS and cnurches. It

was somewhat sirange to see Communlsts and Cathollcp working side by

side for a commonléausc, but neverthelcss it was o common sight.
Duriag the carly déys of occupatibn underground movements wor

grcatly dlSDTé&Dled and oftcn dlffercnt groups worked ot ceross

pUrposcs. Inasmuch as the VurIOUS governments had mude no provision

for undenground Work, thcre was no central or even local hoad rOSpon.

sible for coordlnatlng all acthLtleS in certain reglono.

This made for confusion of efiort and often rcuulted in

unnec jssary loss of life, As a consequence thc more clear-headcd and

forwafd-thinking members of the underground made early efforts to set
ﬁp an organization that resembled o military command. This movemant

‘was assisted by the gOVLrnnont-ln.exile of that country.

Freo from rostrlctlons upon movement and gathcring the governm

in-exile could assess the ncedoed effort at difforent places and send -

igents to thosc arcas to organize the offorts of all undergfound force
A8 more intelligence trickled back to the‘government-inpexile it could
formulato better plané and take steps to damage the Gormans in

more vital sﬁbté.

Partlsan act1v1tics werc quite dlfferont from undorground
'détivities. In thr first place tho guerrilla type of warfdre cngaged

in by the Partisans was ‘dopondent upon cither woodod or mountalnous
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was difficult to gather sufficient nen without attracting the attona

Partisans kept as many as scven or cight Goruan divisions occupicd,

torrain, prcferably both, In comparative isolation the Partisans could
gother unmolestod and swoop down upon some unsuspecting Gorman

supply train or Germen garrison, In the citics ard on the plains it

tion of the Gormans, o %
Thurc‘was also a more :undamcntal differcnee betwoen the

Partisans and the Uﬁdorground.» The Partisans wcre activolj opposing

th; Gormans with troops, >Thoi;sAﬁas a typc ofkwarfarc in which troops

often met troops and pitched botile resulted, Their aim was to drive

the Germans out of the country, In Yugoslavic, Marshal Tito and his

In the Underground, cfforts worc made to eripple the entire |

German war offort, not only in that particular country bub in other \’A}

ountries as well, In €zochoslovakia, for ¢Xanple, workers in the I

[6]

4

Skoda nunitions factorics furnished the Gerﬁans with many shells that
turncd out tq be dudse Thig did not have cny imucdiate cffeet in |
Czuchoslovakia, cxcept to have scveral people shot for disturbing the ;-
war offort, but on the Russian front scveral Geruan divisions wore

captured beczuse their duds could not hold back Russian advances. é
The Underground deponded upon stealth and silence to accomplish L
|

its work, So did tho Partisans, for that matter, but the differcnce

betwoen overt and covert action was 5till there. ;
- The members of both the Underground and the Partisans were

willing and able to assist Allied fliers to roturn to Bngland, Both

groups had need at times to send their own personnel out of the country
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Ainstances cvaders could utili

or out of occupicd Europe and in thosec

the same roubcs.

fuch of the work done 1n passing ovaders back into sllicd

control was unorganized during 1940 ard 1941, The Erglish apparcntl,

did not expcet to get mony men bock and cbnsoquently gave only mcoger

as to what to Go if forccd down. The somc was truc of

It was not until 1942-43 U

Ainstructions
the éancricans whon wo cntored the fracass

strenuous efforts wore made to got thoeso.men back,

In. sunmery it mey be said that Partisan and Underground

Trese were (1) military

activity was directed along four ‘1incs.

operations in which Partisan troops engaged onemy Lroops, {2) sabotagy
_ ; _ E

(3) production of military intelligone

and scizurc of cnemy material,

for the a4llies and thomsclves, (4) the ercation of aivil disorder or

passive reslstance by organizing strikes or labor slowdownSs



could utilizg:

o AlliGd
1 apparently
only mcoger

as truc of

dsorder or
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VIIL-

"YOU CaN'T DO THAT TO mELY

The rules and regulations concerning the rights and
privileges of prisoncrs of war under international law have
been subject to variations from time to timc ©s wars progress,

During world war Il, tho practicus of the prominent ncutrals, . .

»

-Switzorland, Sweden, and Spain, chapged throughout the course of

the war. The treatment of ¢vaders and cscapers by neutrals was
probably moro subjcet to change than the troatment of prisonors of
war by tho onouy, |

4ny member of our arwod forees who entercd a ncutrel
couﬁtry during the war was ellowed to romain at liberty if he was
an escapors itﬁthus behooved any soldicr, whether or not he was
actually an cscaper, to contend phat ho had escaped from cnemy
or enomy-opcuﬁigd territory, in orae; to. convince the authoyitics,
1t was neceésary to mako up some story and stick to it. Men who
crossed the bordc; into noutrgl territory and disclosed that thoy

were cvaders who hnd never boen in the custody of the cnony wore

gencrally intcernode




In crossing any border into neutral territory it was found‘é'

best nos to report to border guards, In fact, if at all possible,

soldiess werc instructcd to procced to the Amcricon militery

attache in that particular country. ~as Soon as any cvader

or escaper entored ncutral jurisdiction,'he automatically cane

under the command of the Anerican’ nilitary attache in that countr

The officials of ncutral powefs had no authority to

demand from an escaper or ¢vader any informztion othcor than nanc,

rank, and serial numbers During the early part of the war, many

of our men mistakenly aided the cnemy by answering all gucstions

asked them by neutral or supposédiy ncutral officials. Evon after

repeated warnings and nuaerous bricfings, somc nen continued

to answer military questions although they were not foquired by

law to do so.
An escaper who successfully entercd a -neutral country was

ans if he was again recaptured

not liable for punishmont by the Gern
onal law the rulc -had beon intcrpreted that if an

Under internati

escaper succeeded in removing hinself from encmy control, he had in

fact oscaped successfully.: If, however, he was recapturcd at any

s own lines, he could

time before reaching ncutral territory or hi
be puniahod’for an unsuccsssful eséapc. If he was recapturod aftcr

he had rejoincd his owrt forces, he could not be punishea for his

- succesaful cscapce

Escapers and cvaders who maintained successfully that

they were cscapers, who cntered Switzerland during the carly part
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give only his nane, rank, and serial number. &1l cquipment which
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of the war, were hcld until Allied forces reached that part of SN
France contigyous to Switzerland., Lt that tinc they were repatriated.vx
In Spain uicn who successfully roachod the american military cttocho
Wore ov&éuaﬁed to England.by air, The sanc was true of'chdon,
although cetivity here was clocked in scerucy duac to thg oloso
proxinity of syeden to Germony. |

In Swit?érland allied pgrsonnel were confined in canps
provided by thg Swiss govornment. Pay ond allowances for amncrican
soldicrs came from the American military attachke, as did all
orders and regulations, 'Life in the detentioﬁ canps was nog
particularly cozfortable, ‘Many‘MOh desired to attend Swiss univer-
sities but w;ro not pernitted to do sb by theo amcricen nilitary
attache, In order to rémo#e‘thcmsélves frdm the 1life of an
ihternoo,'some nen chose to escape from Swiﬁzerland and attemnpt
to make their way back through the lincs to allied controle

The rights and rosponsihiiitios of prisoners of war in

enemy'camps were fairly well defined‘dﬁriﬁg the late war, accord-
United States were signatory, any soldier capturcd was reguired to

belonged to tho government was liable to confiscation, but none of
the personal property of the individual could be taken from him under é
the rules of ware If money or other valuables were taken, tho

individual was supposed to receive o rocelpt for them and to have
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Gonova Convention of 1929 postaed in &

the Camp Comuandante

them returnocd whon ho was liberateds Food was to bo provided equy

to the food given Gerran solulors statlonod at tne basa CcaliDe

Bach prison caup wWas suppoused to have the text gf the

o conspleuous spob 80 that

all prisoncrs could have acceess to it, If the rulecs wore not

poptcu, any prisoner knd the right to "sk that the toxt of thc Go

vention, in English, bc given hinm to recd. If hc felt that the

detaining power was not. complying with tho rules, he could protes

through the senior Aallied officer to the Camp Corminndant, Or, th

senior alliod officer could register 2 protost with the ncutral

protocting power (Switzerland), who would take up the matter wdth

In goncral, prisoncrs werse entitled to the saus treatnent

accorded soldicrs: in the cnemy's army. They were cntitled to tho

.sane food, sano clothing, sane nedical carc, and samoc punishucnt

if they violated ordorse
Officers were nob roguired %o work,éxcept whon thoy volunt

for, souc detaile Non»conr1051oned officers were not rcqulrcd to

mapual labore Thoy could bo uscd in & aupr'VinI‘y capaclt}, howc

Privates end PFC's could be u uscd fur work &otails. Nonb of the

work perforned, however, was to be dircctly connectéd with the war|

offort, In other words, they could not be used to nzke nunitions
haul munitions, prepare fortifications, or,do»any'work that scoued

directly connccted with tho}wgrAeffort;_

80




>vided equa]

CumiD,

£ tho

50 that
ire not

of the Con,

hat the

neutral

bter with .

roatieont

d to tho

ishucnt

oy volunte

ired to
byy howov

' the

H

-,

. Officors;and énlisted nen were paid nonthly weges in
... decordance Withfanprearranged schedule,: The only cxception to

this was that no one could rececive a higher rate of pay than nen

oo of thedr corrosponding rank in the detaining country's arny. Officors

“received approximately $24.00 per nonth. . Non-comaissioned officers
» who - supervised unskilled work reccived about six cents a day; those

who supervised skilled work reccived approxiuately thirty conts

Coleper days  Privates and,PFC’s‘roceivod twelve cents per day for

\

ounskilled work and twontygfqur-cents per dey for skilled labor,

Officers were required toisalﬁte all officors of the
. detaining power who wore higher in rank thon they were,. Enlisted
Len were  required to salutc all officers of the détaining pOWer,
In each prison camp therc was a senior 4llicd officer
to whon all rew arrivals were to repcrt, This ‘officer assigned
., work details and in gencral handléd the 4llied adninistration of
- the camp.‘ Only after reaching this officer could & new prisoner
‘be assurced that he wes not talking to a stool pigeon, - This officcr

reprosented the allied governnent and his orders earricd the sane

- force of any Jicrican officer, In other words, Auerican soldiers

interncd in any prison camp were still subjeoct t6.the sane rules and

r; rogulations"of our army as they had been beforc capturc,

Ll Any armed oscapor captured in civilion clothing was liable

- to he shat as a spy. Theroforoy. instructions were. issued to

Caédl men flying over Buropean territory to' dispose .of their personal




weapons @s . soon-as: they took off their uniforiis( Therc was a feelﬁ%

‘on the part of :soac .individuals that if - thioy were capturcd in unif
and arued ‘they.would be' executed as spicss .There was.no basis fop
thid belief in the cetions of the Gernan Arpy or in intcernational

jaw; .In the Bolkens, an arn demanded respect. With this in uind,

. the Twelfth and Fifteonth sir Fovcces advisod their personnel to

Fetain thoir arns as long as possiblee

%« . The questlon of whit conatltuth o uniforn was subject

« to 'définition by tho?éaptufingupdwer¢ Under the Gonova. Convontlon,
' the 'rinimm requiredent’ for an acceptable militery uniforn was

4 gwo’militery buttons, Notovidence is avzilable which indicatcs

whethor or not the Gorrians ‘acccpted this definition,
. There is evidonco, however, which indicatas that the

Germons did not cersislos an evader or cscaper a spy as.long as

" he had his ﬂog,tags:or‘sone iterny Cor proving hig idontity. airmen

who were apprchonded. ir cowitian elcthiés and wha had their dog bvags

were troated as evidars or CHCODEKS. In nony instancos-tho Gerisans

‘. ghreatencd to %reat sne dndividuzl as u~spy'unlees.he¢would tell

¢

theom alk. tku"-VruJac ©o: know, bub no. cvidenco is available which
indicates that the Gormans shot such men as. spicss

.. - On -tho other hand,.some men, -Waen qucstionedAbyfsuch tacticif
askcd:toispenk“tobtho.Camp Commandant to protest.a violation of

“the Geneva. Convention, . Usually: a strong protust of thig sort rcsul

- in the prisohcr's being sent to a prisom”campfwithout-ﬁhrther attemp

at questioning.




was a feelip,l , v
i The nexinun penalty for attempting to cscape undor the
red in unifep). L . . . .
:Or’ Geneva Convention was thirty days confinement, During this period

o basis fop. o ' A , .
OF the individual was supposed to be allowed two hours of outdoor

srnational o , .
- exercise and frcsh air per daye In no case was the naxinum peralty

ts in nind i . . s :
! for a number of infractions to exceed thirty days confincizcnte

nnel to No prisoner was to receive crucl or unusual punishments for any
violation of rules or attenpt at escapc. Nor could any physical
ubject violenco be inflicted upon the prisoncr for any infraction of
Convention, rules. If, however, he killed a civilian after cscaping from
mowas caﬁp; ho was licble for trinl under the criminel code of that
Heatos particular country.
i Officers and cnlisted mon were instructed ncver to give  '3
the their parole unless for s0u0 spceific length of tine neuded to
ng as

accouplish a spcecific task. Mon who needed hospital treatmont
were pernitted to give their parole in order to rocoive necessary

care, Both sides understood that it was the duty of a prisoncr to

he Gerna

escape, Therefore, undor international law, sscape was not cone

1d tell \ . .
sidercd & crime, 4any officer or enlisted man who violated the
> which .. P ] . . ..
provisions and instructions concerning paroles was liable to disci-
plinary action when he returned to American control,
ich tact . : .
‘Likewiso, all our wen were instructed nover to broadeast
on of \ T X . o , .
from an cncuy radio station, This was not a rulc of international
ort res L4 N e s
law but was promulgated by dierican authoritics in order to koep
her att

@
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such broadensts for propaganda purposcse

the Germens froim using

Tho English permitted their soldicrs o broadcast as long as the

broadeast was monitored by a represontative frou the Vaticane
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IX

ORIENTALS AND ORIENTATION

The bagic rules for successful cvasicn &na.escapa irn the
Far Easi ciffered little from those used in Buropc. 4n idea of thu
similarity bcetweon the two way bo fa;nod by noting the contents of
..aen . dntelligence éummary which outlired E&E procedures that should

be followed in the Pacifioc,

EVaSION TIPS | - N

1, when pumcuut;:.n;, into {’u‘,frl.a_ltl territory evader shouid
remove hcadzear before landing, Otherwise he way bu shot by
{ricndly ur00pp as an ¢nery beforc u;stukcn identity is realized,

2. If your descent is observed by enenmy orccs uncy will
pake ror your polnt of lendings; thercfore, get away from tho
~_pot and hldc.

03

3. Orient jouruolf “nd formulate a ,l in of actloﬂ.

4e Whero therc ore fricndly natives thoy will uaually bo
eblc to lead to guerrillo cid,

5., Whore holp must be feund it is better o gpprosgh one
pexrsoir ot 4 tloge lnd1v1duals may not know if thCl“ CQmﬁuﬂl\ﬂs
“are trustworthy. : : :

6, In cosu of doubt it ig usually safor to ‘approach peepie
of the pousunt cloes,

Ty I a native nomes o rencezvous point du not walu ot
_thrx oxucu 9pot. HlQO naarby and observo rt. -




8, Follow advice of holpers onco they have proven thoi.
selves., Never 1lic to thon,

9, Gosd trade itoms arcs cigarettes, parachutc cloth,
U.S, noncy (don't lct it give you away). Don't give your
all in first swape.

10, In unost populdtdd localities it is better to romain
hidden during thc day and travcl at night.

11. Takc carc of your feet; don't kill yoursclf thc first
daye :

* The situation with rogard to vvasion was coriplicated by
numcrous factors, inéluding (1) the great number of natives involved,
(2) tho great diversity of terrain and climatic conditions, and (3)

the groat distancos involved, ‘In nany instances the chief problon

was one of survival raﬁhgr:ﬁhan'pvasion.l

Before bail-out or crash landing airmen were instructed to

oke every attenpt to stecr thomsclves away fron Japancsec controlled

arcas, In goneral thg strdngcst Japanesé garrisons were (l) in the
‘larger towns, (2) around and aloﬁg communications lincs, particularl
railroads, and (3) on the plains and flét lancs, Thus, as in
Europe, it behooved the evader to make for the hills. In then ho
could expect to find fewer Japs'aﬁd nore aid,

In China cvaders relied primarily upon the Nationalists and

Communists for aid, slthough noither.faction was friendly to the

*

110 this conncetion road 999 Surviveds 4n hnalysis of
Survival Expericneccs in the Southwest Pacific, by Dr. Richard ba
Howard, «DTIC Publieation No, T«10C, the Lir University,
Fobruary 1950. (Reprinted in July 1950.)

86




en ther,

cloth,
Jour

rcmain

¢ firgg

ed by

3 involved,

and (3)

problicn

ted to

ntrolleq

in the

icularly

1 ho

S and

he

——

calmost impossible for an cvader o keop his proscnce o secrot. Huge

‘being what thoy wore, particularly in rogard to wonen, it wes

PN

: or s e . o)
other, both would cssist in the evacuztion of airsen, To & cortain.

cxtent the Hationalists and Compunists werevarrapged against cach
other 1likc the Partisans and Chetniks in Yugoslavia, Airmen,
theréforé,'WoréAinsfruéfod to askiﬁhat:thcy be takqn to an ancriecan
nission or Amorican eir ficld, -And,”thcy‘wcic'instructed not to
talk politics,” ‘ N

In arcas held by Coonunists, ¢vaders wore instructed to
seck out the younger nen for contacts. lLiost of thcsé would be
olther in the Communist 4rmy or a part of the gueprilla foreces and

in cither event would yonder aid., Whilc in Chincsc hands it was

nunbers of Chincse would gathor to see what tho dnerican lookod
likc and to pay homege to hin and the country which he represcntod, N
For this reason all our uen wore cautioncd that they uust

co their best to ercate as good an iwprossion as possiblo, licn

wore urged to keop cloon and clesn shaven, With Chincse rorals

advisable .to lead & cclibate life while a visitor, In the sane
veln, airmen were advised not to belittle the Chingse woar cffort,
whether Nationalist or Comnunist, nor Chincse ranners and custons,

It was pointed out that the Chinese had an extremely old civilization

.of which they wore very prond,

When it caic time to hove an ovdder the Chinese sometises

dispatched 28 many as 400 or 500 nen to sco thet he passcd through J
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Jap lines safely. The movement was nede at night when thore was

less likelihood of nilitary activity and when the derkness affordeq:

- protection from prying eyus.

During the rainy season it was often impossible to uove

for long periods of timec. alrmen were told to cxpeet this situatiﬁf

P

and not to be dnpaticnt at the celay. On such occasions villages

oft-.n published the decount of the parachutist's dcscont and his

rcaction to tho Chinesce Thusc NEWSpRpers Cac into Japanese hand

but the Chinese nade sure thot the alrman was untoucheble before

allowing the news to 1Guk out.

Onc of the nost vnluablc aids avqllablc to an cvqaur was

his"fointic-Talkia." Without this it was Qifficult to got around

until an English-speaking Chincso could be founu. Bub with this

2id an airman nerely hod to find some one who could read Chincse.

Mlongy provided in escape kits was virtu&lly useless whon in Chinese
hands, In wany Lnbt$nces thg gvaders vere glven noney by tae
Chinese which was to be used for bribery of Japanocsc and puppct
foicia;s. Instcad uf currency the usual gesturc was to moke oub

a blood chit and give it to the men who had boon most—uscful and

instrumental in evacuating the airoane

Onc of the chicf problems facing wn nimen, after finding

refuge with the Chinesc, was fincding good drinking water and foods
Most of the water in China was polluted and could be purificd only
by boilirg several minutes or using halazone tablebs. 8inco the

Chinese used human waste for fertilizer, uost of the food was
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open to suspicion, particularly leafy vegctables. The only neans

an airnmen could use to mcke suroe thot eatables were safe was to
boil or cook e¢verything. When there was o problem of offonding a
host by not taking proffered food, ©« nice diplonatic issuc was raiscd,
In Burma and Indo Chiha speeial teans were trained whose:
pri.ary duty was to drop in and help cvaders survive both the jungle
land the Japs to return to duty. These men spoke one or nore native
dialccts and were usually familiar with the arec of opcrations into
which they wore dropped. Of couvrse if the nen were not located 1t
mcant that they would have to anko their way to some nitive village
and seck assistanco,
In addition to thesc speciul teans there woro tcans from
035 in various parts of Burma that could and did rendor assistance :3
4s in Burope many cvuders were guided on their way by thesc toans
without realizing that any special operatives werc within nilcs
of therie ,. ‘
Most of tho natives contacted by ovadors wore found to be
friendly, OSane would cccept pay, others would noﬁ. Practically
all of then accepted gifts and werc anxious to get ancrican tobacco.
To assist in rescue as soon as possible an SOP (Standard
Operating Procedure) wis worked out and disseminated to 211 personnels

If downed airuen were not located at the site of their crash or bail-

. &
. - 4~ Pa K
out within a day gr 8

Jjunction they could finde. If nothing hsppencd within two or throe

0, they were to procged to the first river
, gt ’
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days, thcy thon procceded to ke thoir way down strezm until

thoy caiie to the next junction, 2nd 80 on until they received ai

J _ ’ .
This syster: had the bencfit of giving the evaders dofinite

goals to ain for and kept then from getting battle fatiguc wonder.

ing whether or not they would get out alive,







